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strife in the Senate Chamber, and expressed the 
that everything would be offered up by all 
sections of this Union on the common altar of their | 
country. The South was prepared to sacrifice | 
everything but honor. He hoped the question 
ods be postponed, at least for a season. He 


Mr. C. deprecated the commencement of civil | 
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|| said it was of their peculiar property that was here 
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interdicted in another; and of that it might be said 
with as much truth as gentlemen from the South 
proposed to be interdicted, that the discrimination | 
was unconstitutional. Then, again, certain things 


| were allowed in Massachusetts, which were denied 


thought after the campaign of 1848 there would be |, 


less strife of this sort. But he repeated, that if ey |] 


must act on these exciting subjects, he was muc 
mistaken if the patriotism of the country would 
not be sufficient to preserve the Union and main- 
tain the honor of the South. 

Mr. DAYTON rose, and, after some preliminary 
remarks, said he held in his hand the resolutions of 
the State of New Jersey, Which, in their character, 
were similar to those presented from the State of 
New York, and some five or six other States. The 


resolutions of New Jersey asked that they would || 


use their best endeavors to have incorporated, in 
any measure for the acquisition of foreign territory, 
this anti-slavery restriction. And he contended 
that Congress had the right; and, in the second 
place, he contended that this was the proper time | 
that Congress should declare that it would exercise 
that right to make such a restriction. Over any 
such territory Congress had exclusive jurisdiction; 
and therefore to contend that a sovereign State | 
could abolish slavery within her jurisdiction, and 
that the General Government had no such power 
over her territory, was to suppose that she had 
some inexplicable hiatus in her authority—a posi- 
tion which could not be sustained by either reason 
or precedent, or the history of nations. 
sa Government supreme and absolute, she had 
necessarily over her citizens and territory all the 
wer that was naturally incident to Governments. 
e held, therefore, that this power to restrict sla- 
very was an incident to her sovereignty. But | 
beyond this, the Constitution gave to the General 
Government power to make all needful rules and |. 
regulations, and hence this power to restrict slave- 
ry was not only an incident of government, but 
was possessed by express grant. And how was 
this controverted? It was contended that such a 
restriction was in opposition to the spirit of the 
Constitution—that it was in opposition to that 
equality of the States of this Union which existed | 
amongst them; and they were told that any law 
operating on the South, which would prevent their | 
citizens emigrating there with their property, was 
unjust towards the South. . Now, this struck him 
as a matter of some curiosity. In the State of 
New Jersey, a one-dollar bill was good property. 
It would buy a dollar’s worth, and a thousand 
would do the same. They passed current in all 
business transactions. But it so happened that in 
Missouri they recognised no such property. There 
the dollar bill was good for nothing—nay, pains 
and penalties were attached to its passage. Well, 
suppose in new territory to be acquired by the Fed- 
eral Government a discrimination was made either 
in favor of the law of New Jersey or of Missouri: 
in that respect, it was a discrimination against the 
other. It might be said that gold and silver were 
the constitutional currency; it was nevertheless an 
adoption of the laws of one State and a rejection 
of those of the other which they were told was un- 
constitutional, But again, it was well known that 
New Jersey held all gambling establishments in 





|| applied to new States. 


in South Carolina; and in new territory Congress 
could adopt the Massachusetts rule and repudiate 
that of South Carolina: and would this justify | 
gentlemen in turning round and saying, that it was 


j 


| a discrimination against South Carolina, and there- || 
| fore was unconstitutional ? 


from South Carolina attempted to strengthen his 
argument by a reference to the Constitution as 


| required is, that the constitution of a new State | 


shall be a republican constitution. That undoubt- 
edly was true; but could they not require other 
conditions? There was the question of boundary, 
and others, which they might fix; and from the | 
foundation of the Government restrictions had 
been placed upon her States; but was it true that | 
such restrictions were unconstitutional? They 
had made provisions on the admission of some 


| new States, limiting their power to tax the lands | 











He repeated, that | 
from the foundation of the Government, they had | 
attached restrictions on the exercise of sovereign | 


| power; and he contended that the prescribed con- | 


stitutional restriction bad reference only to an | 


equality springing from a general system of polit- || 
| 


ical rights. 


_ Mr. D. cited many instances which had occurred | 
in the history of the Government, to sustain the | 


He referred to the ordi- 


position he assumed. 
nance by virtue of which the Northwestern Terri- 


| tory was forever made free from slavery; and also | 


to the Missouri question, fixing a compromise | 
line. 





|| State. 


Sut the gentleman |! 


| of the United States for a certain period of time; |) 
| and was that unconstitutional ? 


| 
| 


| vote be taken. 


Mr. BUTLER inquired if the gentleman from || 


New Jersey would abide by the Missouri compro- || 


mise? 

Mr. D. said he was speaking of the constitu- | 
tional power of the Government. It was nota | 
question of compromise. They could not compro- 
mise the Constitution. 

Mr. D. then proceeded to;quote the language of 
Mr. Lowndes, of South Carolina, in favor of the 
power of the Government to fix the anti-slavery 
restriction, and then proceeded to say that the free 
States had no disposition to interfere with slaver 
where it now is, but only in reference to where it 
is not—where they did not desire to see it intro- 
duced. They asked that this Union should not be 
charged with the means to conquer new territory, 
now consecrated to freedom, for the purpose of 


evi 

were some from other sections o 

seemed to consider it a kind of God’s blessing. 
Mr. D. proceeded to show that Mr. Madison, 


both socially and eon though there 
th 


y | 


wabjecting it to slavery, which they held to be an | 
’ 


e Union who | 
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Mr. Jefferson, and other fathers of the republic, 
held slavery in abhorrence, and he pointed out the 


Constitution. He also contended that the North 
was not encroaching on the rights of the South. 
They were acting in no aggressive spirit towards the 
South, but as they desired territory to be acquired 
which was free from slavery to remain so, the 


abhorrence, and they were interdicted to her citi- || wished the question to be settled now, that they all 


zens; but in other 
interdicted, but were made the source of reVenue 
by licenses for gaming. There, their citizens in- 
vested considerable property in that busines. But 
it might so happen that Congress would think that 


tates they were not only not || might know how to regulate their conduct. 





He 
said, in conclusion, he was opposed to this bill in 
all its aspects; but if it were to pass, he wished 
this proviso to be attached to it, that it might con- 
| form to the legislation of the State which he in part 


ho such property should be used in new territory | represented. 


to be acquired, and as a consequence, the propert 

which was valuable in one Bhat would be Veledexe 
in that territory. Its citizens could not remove 
there with their property, or if they did, they must 
dispose of that peculiar species of property. And 
was this constitutional? If the principle advanced 
here in elation to slaves were true, it would be true 
in relation to all other classes of property. This il- 
lustration could be carried out to all kinds of prop- 
erty which might be tolerated in gne State and 


35 


Mr. WESTCOTT followed, in defence of the 
South; in a speech of some length, which will ap- 
pear in the Appendix. ‘ . 

Mr. HOUSTON rose, and said that the Senator 


} 
' 
| 
| 


more pertperahip with thé outside barbarians.” 


GTON, BY BLAIR & RIVES. 
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[Laughter. 

Mr. PEARCE interposed to explain. Ifthe Sen- 
ator from ‘Texas would allow him to say a word, 
he would assure that Senator he had too much 
respect for the dignity and the proprieties of the 
Senate, and he might say he had too much good 
feeling for the Senator from Texas personally, to 
make use of any terms so offensive to him or to his 
He recognised the State of Texas as one 
of the States of this Union. The Senator from 
Texas was the equal of any of them on that floor, 
and was entitled, at Mr. P.’s hands, to those 


‘8 || courtesies which would forbid him making such 
He says that all that is |) 


remarks either of him or of those whom §8 repre- 
sented. 

Mr. P. believed he had said he wanted no more 
annexation. That wastrue. He believed he said 
he wanted no partnership with outside barbarians. 
That was true, too. He considered the Mexican 
people to be so, for they were a mixed, mongrel 
race; and he wanted no partnership with them. 
But God forbid that he should charge the Senator 
from Texas or those whom he represented as being 
‘‘barbarians,’’ or that he should compare them 
with the mongrel breed that it was sought to intro- 
duce amongst us. 

Mr. HOUSTON was very happy to hear the 
explanation of the Senator from Maryland. He 
thought that Senator’s remarks were entirely inap- 
plicable to Texas. [Laughter.} He, howevor, 
knew not how those remarks would operate on the 


| world, and therefore he intended that the “bane 


and antidote’? should go together. But as the 
Senator had made his explanation, he (Mr. 8.) 
had nothing further to say, 

Mr. SEVIER now entreated Senators to let the 
It was ten o’clock, and he hoped 
gentlemen would have some mercy on their col- 


|| leagues. 


Mr. CASS withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. SEVIER called for the yeas and nays on 
the amendment of the Senator from Georgia, and 
they were ordered, and being taken, resulted thus: 


YEAS—Meesrs. Archer, Badger, Berrien, Cilley, Thomas 
Clayton, John M. Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Day- 


| ton, Evans, Greene, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson of Mary- 


land, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Pearce, Phelps, Simmona, 
Upham, Webster, and Woodbridge—24 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- 
by, Benton, Breese, Bright, Butler, Calhoun, Cass, Chalmers, 
Colquitt, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Houston, 
Johnson of Louisiana, Lewis, Mason, Niles, Rusk, Scvier, 
Soulé, Sturgeon, Turney, Westcott, and Yulee—29. 


So the amendment was not agreed to. 
While the vote was being taken, 


» Mr. CRITTENDEN rose and said he should 
|| vote for the amendment, because it did not preclude 


the Government of the United States from obtain- 
ing, for a fair equivalent, a portion of the territory, 
which might be necessary; but it did make known 
that it was not our intention to prosecute a war of 
conquest against Mexico. 

Mr. BUTLER said he should vote against it, 


| because he thought it was inexpedient to incorpo- 
fact that the word ‘slave’? was not found in the |} rate in our acts what we mean to do in one way or 


| 
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the other. 

Mr. H. JOHNSON then submitted the amend- 
ment he had previously indicated. 

Mr. SEVIER said he perceived there wasa blank 
in the amendment, which he suggested to the gen- 
tleman from Louisiana to fill with $3,000,000. 

Mr. H. JOHNSON assented. 

’ Mr. SEVIER remarked that he had expressed 


a willingness whilst this subject was before the Sen- 


ate some days ago to take the substitute now offer- 
ed by the Senator from Louisiana; for they were 
| both substantially the same. He was quite willing 
| to accept the amendment. 

Mr. UPHAM rose and inquired whether, if the 
substitute proposed by the Senator from Louisiana 
were adopted, it would be in order to: move an 


from Maryland, (Mr. Pearce,] in the course of || amendment? [A Senator remarked, ‘ You can 


his remarks, had used language togwhich he wish- 
| ed to call the attention of that Senator and of the 
Senate. After discussing the various propositions 
before the Senate, the Senator from Maryland 


offer one pow al e 
The PRESIDING OFFICER informed the gen- 
| tleman from Vermont that he might now offer any 
amendment he desired to the amendment of the 


| said: “*T want no more annexation. [ want no || Senator from Louisiana. 
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Mr. SEVIER said there would be no objection || 
| 


THE 


to the ventleman’s offering his amendment either | 


before or after the adoption of the amendment of 
the Senator from Louisiana. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER inquired if the 


yeas and pays were called on the substitute of the || 


Senator from Louisiana ? 
Mr. BERRIEN said they would not be neces- 


sary, as every one would admit the superiority of || 


the substitute. 
Mr. EVANS then moved to amend the preamble 


by inserting a clause that all mega in dispute | 
1 


between the two nations shot 


boundary. 
Mr. SEVIER objected to the amendment, on 


the ground that preambles were the last to be acted | 


upon. Te raised that point of order. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON recalled to the recollec- 
tion of the Senator from Arkansas the course of 
proceeding on the war bill of the last session, the 
preamble of which he had moved to amend before 
the vote was taken on the bill. 

Mr. CHALMERS called for the reading of the 


amendment, and it was read accordingly. 


d be settled on the | 
most liberal terms, including the question of | 


Mr. SEVIER called the attention of the Senate | 


to the parliamentary law which provides that— 
‘** To this natural order of beginning at the be- 


* ginning, there is a single exception found in par- | 


‘ liamentary usage. 


When a bill is taken up in 
‘ 


* pone the preamble till the other parts of the bill 
‘are gone through. ‘The reason is, that, on con- 
* sideration of the body of the bill, such alterations 
‘may therein be made as may also occasion the 
‘alteration of the preamble.” 

Mr. EVANS said it was entirely immaterial to 
him when the amendment was made. If the pre- 
siding officer would tell him what the proper time 
was, he would then offer it. 

Mr. SEVIER withdrew his objection. 


Mr. EVANS said it would be seen that the pre- | 


amble was a recital. It recited that an assurance 
had-been given to them, which was not correctly 
stated, and he desired to correct the recital. 

A brief conversation ensued, in which Mr. CRIT- 

“ENDEN, Mr. SIMMONS, Mr. EVANS, and 
Mr. SEVIER, took part. 

The amendment was then rejected, 23 voting in 
the affirmative, and 30 in the negative. 


The mien then recurred on the amendment 
of Mr. Jounson. 


Mr. UPHAM then rose and proposed an amend- 
ment, to come in as a second section, as follows: 


Sec. 2. nd he it further enacted, That there shall be 
neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in any territory 
which shail hereafter be acquired or be annexed to the 
United States, otherwise than in the punishment of crimes 
whereof the party shall have been duly convicted: Pro- 
vided always, That any person escaping into the same, from 
whom labor or service is lawfully claimed in any one of the 
United States, such fugitive may be lawfully reclaimed and 


| rights that belong to manhood. 


committee, or on its second reading, they post- | 


panne upon the rights and interests of the non-slaveholdin 
tates. 

“ Resolved, That his Excellency the Governor be requested 
to forward a copy of these resolutions to the Governor of 
each State inthe Union and to our Senators and Represent- 
atives in Congress, under the seal of the State, and with his 
signature of approval. 

* Approved, November 3, 1846. 

“HORACE EATON, [t. s.]” 


« ‘ | 
These resolutions, sir, express the views of the 


people of Vermont upon the subject of slavery and 
the existing war with Mexico: and for the purpose 
of guarding against the dangers apprehended by 
them, if Mexican territory should be acquired by 


\the United States, I have deemed it my duty to 


move this amendment in the form of a second sec- 
tion to the bill. Vermont, sir, does not stand 
alone in her opposition to the acquisition of foreign 
territory to be created into slave States, and, as 
such, admitted into the Union. No, sir; seven 
other sovereign States have spoken out upon the 
subject, and announced their determination to op- 
pose the further increase of slave States. These 
proceedings of the sovereign States have been de- 


nounced with great vehemence by the honorable | 


Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Burver,] as 
aggressive upon southern rights—and, anticipating 


| an amendment of the character I have introduced, 


he denounced it as unconstitutional, unjust, and 
insulting to the South! Sir, wherein are these 
resolutions aggressive upon southern rights? 
they propose to interfere with slavery in the States? 
No, sir, not at all. They make no allusion to the 
domestic institutions of the #buth. They refer to 


|a foreign country where slavery does not exist, 


and insist that if it shall be acquired by the United 
States, it shall remainas it now is, free. But, sir, 
the amendment I have introduced has been de- 


| nounced as unconstitutional, unjust, and insulting 


to the South. Sir, with what clause in the Con- 
stitution does this amendment come in conflict? 


The power ‘to dispose of and make all needful 


conveyed out of said territory to the person claiming his or || . : . ; 
| * tude, otherwise than in the punishment of crimes 


her labor or service.”’ 


Mr. UPHAM sustained his amendment in sub- | 


stance as follows: 

[t will be recollected, Mr. President, that, some 
weeks ago, | had the honor of presenting to the 
Senate a series of resolutions, passed by the Le- 


gislature of Vermont, upon the subject of slavery | 


and the Mexican war. They are in the words 
following : 


‘rules and regulations respecting the territory or | 
‘ other property belonging to the United States’’ is | 


expressly conferred upon Congress. 

But the honorable Senator from South Carolina 
says this amendment, if adopted, will exclude 
the people of the slaveholding States from the 
country, because they cannot take their slaves 
with them—and therefore it is unconstitutional. 


Sir, this amendment does not exclude aslaveholder | 
or his slaves from the aeer- 
ut 


He has full liberty 
to go there with his slaves, they will cease to 
be property, and become men. They will stand up 
in the image of their Maker, clothed with all the 
But, sir, this is 
not a new question: in the act of Congress pro- 
viding for the admission of Missouri into the Union, 


there is an express clause, ‘ that in all the territory | 
‘ceded by France to the United States under the | 
Louisiana, which lies north of 36° 30’ | 
‘ north latitude, not included within the limits of the | 


‘name o 


‘ State of Missouri, slavery and involuntary servi- 


‘ whereof the parties shall have been duly convicted, | 


‘ shall be and is hereby forever prohibited.”’ 
The question whether Congress possessed a con- 


| stitutional authority to impose such a restriction, 


“ Whereas, in our judgment, the existing war with Mexico |) 


was not founded in any imperative necessity, such as may 


justify or excuse a Christian nation for resorting to arms, | 
and has now manifestly become an offensive war against a | 


neighboring republic; and whereas we have just grounds | 


occupied or conquered, will become slave territory, and, as || 


such, claim admission to the Union; and whereas its ad- 
mission as such, and witha mixed population, degraded by 
ignorance and superstition, and r 
ests, character, nor language, will endanger the harmony, 
welfare, and perpetuity of the Union: Therefore, 

‘* Be it resolved by the Senate and House o 
That the honor and best interests of the nation will be sub- 
served by a speedy end of the war with Mexico, and a 
settlement of all matters in dispute by arbitration or nego- 
tiation. 

Resolved, That Vermont will not give its coun 
aid, or assent, to the admission into the Fede 
new State whose constitution tolerates slavery; and does 
hereby appeal to each of her sister States to concur in its 
own name, in this declaration. 


tenance, 


allied to us neither in inter- | 


f Representatives, | 


ral Union ot any | 


* Resolved, That the Senators and Representatives in | 


Congress from Vermont wid conform to the hearty wishes | 


of their constituents, by earnestly supporting the principles 
set forth in the foregoing preamble and: resolutions, and in 
using ali other just, effectual, and.constitutional means to 
avert the tremendous evils of slavery, and resist its encroach- 


' to the United States. 


| never entered my head. I 


\| 
| 


upon the ground that the prescribing of such a 
condition 1s inconsistent with the sovereignty of 
the State to be admitted, and its equality with the 


other States, was largely discussed, and the result | 


of the vote established the authority of Congress 
to impose such a restriction. Af objection, of a 
similar character, says Judge Story, was taken to 
the compact between Virginia and Kentucky, upon 


; | the ground that it was a restriction upon State sov- 

for anticipating that the territory w ’ i : . 
teipating that the territory which has been or may be || ereignty. But the Supreme Court had no _hesita- 

| tion in overruling it, considering it as opposed by 


| the theory of all free governments, and especially of 


those which constitute the American republics, 
Sir, it is too late, after the solemn decision of 
Congress and the Supreme Court upon this ques- 
tion, to dispute the authority of Congress to pro- 
hibit slavery in any or all the territories belonging 
But this amendment, the 
honorable Senator says, is an insult to the South! 
Sir, I cannot conceive how it can be so regarded. 
An insult to the South! Why, sir, such a thought 
the States of 


_ this Union as rfiembers of one family, and subject 
| to one common destiny. One member of the fam- 

ily cannot receive an injury or an insult without 
inflicting pain upon the other members of the fam- 
ily. Slavery, sir, is repugnant to the feelings of 





Do | 
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regard j 
great evil, and feel themselves alec tee highes 
obligations, as Chrisuians, as philanthro ists, and 
as statesmen, to oppose itsextension. This, sire. 
ly, can give no offence to the South. 

But how was slavery regarded, sir, by the states. 
men of the South in 1776? What said the Deca. 
ration of Independence upon the subject when fir; 
reported to the Continental Congress? Why, sir 
among the charges of cruelty, injustice, and op, 

ression on the part of the King of Great Britain 
is the following : P 


“He has waged cruel war against human na‘ yre 
violating its most sacred rights of life and liberty in the per. 
sons of a distant people who never offended him; captiva. 
ting and carrying them into slavery in another hemisphere. 
or toincur miserable death in their transportation jiither 
This piratical warfare, the opprobrium of infidel Pov, m. 
is the warfare of the Christian King of Great Britain, De. 
termined to keep open a market where men should be 
bought and sold, he has prostituted his negative for suppress. 
ing every legislative attempt to prohibit or restrain this exe. 
crable commerce. And that this assemblage of horrors miziy 
want no fact of distinguished die, he is now exciting those 
very people to rise in arms among as, and to purchase that 
liberty of which he has deprived them, by mura: ring the 
people on whom he also vbtruded them: thus paying off 
former crimes committed against the liberties of one people 
with crimes which he urges them to commit against tie 
lives of another.” 


This, sir, is the language of Thomas Jefferson, 
the great apostle of democracy, but the uncom- 
promising opponent of slavery. He commenced 
the Declaration of Independence with the self-ey;- 
dent truth, * that all men are created equal; that 
‘ they are endowed by their Creator with certain 
‘inalienable rights; that among these are life, ji)- 
‘erty, and the pursuit of happiness.” Here, sir, 

ou see in characters of*** living light” the creat 
as of universal liberty upon which the Govern. 
ment is founded. 

But again: in 1781 and 1782 Mr. Jefferson wrote 
his Notes on Virginia. Hear what he then said 
on the subject of slavery: 


“Under the mild treatinent our slaves experience, and 
their wholesome though coarse food, this blot in our country 
increases as fast or faster than the whites. During the regal 
government, we had at one time obtained a law which im- 
posed such a duty on the importation of slaves as amounted 
nearly to a probibition, when one inconsiderate asseinbly, 
placed under a peculiarity of circumstances, repealed the 
law. This repeal Met a joyful sanction from the then sov- 
ereign; and no devices—no expedients which could ever 
after be attempted by subsequent assemblies—and they sel- 
dom met without attempting them—could sueceed in getting 
the royal assent to a renewal of the duty. In the very first 
session held under the Republican Government, the assem- 
bly passed a law for the perpetual prohibition of the importa- 
tion of slaves. This will in some measure stop the increase 
of this great political and moral evil, while the minds of our 
citizens may be ripening for a complete emancipation of bu- 
man nature. For if aslave can have a country in this world, 
it must be any other in preference to that in which he is born 
to live and labor for another; in which he must lock up the 
faculties of his nature ; contribute, as far as depends on his 
individual endeavors, to the evanishment of the human race, 
or entail his own miserable condition on the endless gener- 
ations proceeding from him. With the morals of the people, 
their industry also is destroyed. For in a warmer climate, 
no man will labor for himself who can make another labor 
for him. This is so true, that Of the proprietors of slaves a 
very small proportion, indeed, are ever seen to labor. And 
ean the liberties of a nation be thought secure when we have 
removed their only firm basis, a conviction in the minds of 
the people that these liberties are of the gift of God? That 
they are not to be violated but with bis wrath? 

«Indeed, I tremble for my country when I reflect that 
God is just ; thathis justice cannot sleep forever ; that, con- 
sidering numbers, nature, and natural means only, a revolil- 
tion of the wheels of fortune, an exchange of situations, is 
among possible events ; that it may become probable by sv- 
pernatural interference. The Almighty has no attribute 
which can take sides with us in such a contest. But itis 
impossible to be temperate, and to pursue this subject through 
the various considerations of policy, of morals, of history, 
natural and civil. We must be contented to hope they will 
force their way into every one’s mind. I think a change 
already perceptible since the origin of the present revolution. 
The spirit of the master is abating; that of the slave rising 
from the dust; his condition mollifying the way, I hope pre- 
paring, under the auspices of Heaven, for a total emancipa- 
tion, ‘and that this is disposed in the order of events to be 
with the consent of the master, rather than by their extir- 
pation.” 

Again, Mr. Jefferson, in a letter to Governor 
Coles, of Indiana, speaking of slavery, said: 

«The hour of emancipation will come ; but whether it 
shall be brought about by the generous energy of our own 
minds, or by the bloody process of St. Domingo, is a leaf in 
our history not yet tarned over.” 

I will here, sir, leave Mr. Jefferson and his Notes 
on Virginia, and turn to the proceedings of the Con- 
gress of the Confederation in 1784. On the 9th of 
April, 1784, Co took into consideration the 
report of a committee consisting of Mr. Jefferson, 
Mr, Chase of Maryland, and Mr. Howell of Rhode 
Island, to whom was recommitted their report of 
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a a plan for a temporary government of the western | Every State present voted to retain the article. | the understanding, slaves would have been exclu- 

st territory. The plan reported contained a clause || There was but one vote against it, and that was ded from the enumeration. ; 

d prohibiting slavery in the territory after the year || from the State of New York. ‘This ordinance re- __ Sir, there were many able statesmen in the 

e- 1800. Here is the clause, and the vote upon it: || pealed the ordinance of 1784, and forever prohibit- | Federal Convention who denounced slavery in 
«I~ CONGRESS OF THE rte 1] ed slavery in all the territories then belonging to unmeasured terms. Hear Colonel Mason of Vir- 

$- Nicest 19, Li@4. | || the Confederacy. The slave States, at that time, | gima: 

; Se oe ee ry ore || had no desire to see slavery established in any part “ Slavery discourages arts and manufactures. The poor 

. 


| of the.country where it did not then exist. © Uni- 


said States, Otherwise than in the punishment of crimes, ry W . 
| versal emancipation was the wish and the prayer 


despise labor when performed by slaves. ‘They prevent the 
r, whereof the party shall have been convicted to have been 


emigration of whites, who really enrich and strengthen a 


—_,. as 


— 














pent gt" “And on the question, Shalt dhe words | of the ablest and the wisest statesmen of the Con- Sol, 1My procs, the mot pernicious effet oman. 
i, moved oo wrlowell : ' he yeas and nays being re- | federacy. bring the judgment of Heaven on a country. As nations 
ee mr Mr. Foster, a | Hear the Father of his Country upon the sub- || Caenot be rewarded or punished in the next world, they 
; New Hampshire ......) Mfr, Blanchard, ay. t Ay. i fect _General Washington, in his letter to Robert Teauthenne mecbiiontndsemines ae ames oe 
: emeeltR .. viveas's § Mr. Gerry, ay. tA - ij 4 forris, speaking of slavery, says: He held it essential, (he said,) in every point of view, that 
‘- Massac 2 Mr. Patridge, ay. cor , ; Pa! : the General Government should have power to prevent the 
Py § Mr. Ellery, ay. yr *T can only say, that there is nota man living who wishes || increase of slavery.” 
r, Rhode Island ......... ¢ Mr. Howell, ay. ¢ Ay: | more sincerely than I do to see a plan adopted for the aboli- a ies i ae Oe 
, : Mr, Sherman, ay. '| tion of it, [slavery,) but there is only one proper and effectual This, sir, is the language of one of Virginia's 
- Connecticut ..-+ +--+ ; Mr. Wadsworth, ay. t Ay. {| es by on = age - ates and — is, a | ablest statesmen, when engaged in framing a con- 
e % > yi , | legisiative authority; an is, a8 [ar as my sufirage Wi i ' ; f ; . , ic ’ 
- New York..... caneeue ; i Pein yet" ay. nee So teaecs > y ag £9, | Seek alee republic, to endure 
t New Jersey.+eeree sere ; Mr. Dick, ay. te | Sir, the subject of slavery was an exciting topic | Mr. Madison, also a member of the Conyention, 
e Mr. Mifflin, ay. i} in the Federal Convention of 1787. After the con- || was not silent upon the subject. He “ th@uehe it 
. Pennsylvania .......0+ : Mr. Montgomery, ay. Cay. | vention had settled the scheme of making numbers || wrong to admit in the Constitution the idea that 
4 ue Mea, 0 5 || the basis of representation of the Union, a difficulty | there could be property in men,”* 
2 Maryland.....+++++00+ ; Mr. Stone, da , No. || ofa very serious nature arose. The controversy At the time of the adoption of the Constitution 
: Mr. Jefferson, ay. | was in regard to slaves: Whether they should be |, seven of the thirteen States were free, and six were 
Virginia ..+seeeererees } me Hardy, no, } no. i included in the enumeration or not. On the one | slave States; and nothing transpired in the Con- 
P Me Wille - || hand, it was contended, says Judge Story in his | vention to show thatan increase of the slave States 
; North Carolina. ....... ; Mr. Spaight, no. v Div. || Commentaries on the Constitution, that slaves were |! was anticipated or desired. The balance of poli- 
South Carolina........ 9 Mt: Read, no. No '| treated, in the States which tolerated slavery, as | tical power was in the hands of the free States, and 
F 0 ; Mr. Beresford, no. _. _ || property, and not as persons. They were bought | no statesman of that day, North or South, as far 
: Soe geen oP lost, and the words were stricken ] and sold, devised and transferred, like any other | as I know, desired to see it pass into the hands of 
= od th .|| property. They had no civil rights or political | the slave States. No such hanes could have been 
. It required the vote of seven States to carry & || privileges. They had no will of their own; but || anticipated; for, under the Constitution, no power 
preparnes nanan, so the words Were || were bound to absolute obedience to their masters. || was given to the Federal Government to acquire 
stricken out. It will be perceived, sir, by looking || There was, then, no more reason for including them | foreign territory. Such, it is certain, was the 
; at the vote, Serre States voted ay, but there is || in the census of persons, than there would be for |, opinion of Mr. Jefferson and many other southern 
an asterisk ents own to the State of New Jersey, || including any brute animals whatever. If they | statesmen of great eminence. But what does the 
and F ey ie ms am . appears, was not count- || were to be represented as property, the rule should | history of little more than half a century show? 
ed. oath cs or what reasofi it was rejected, || he extended so as to embrace all other property. || Why, sir, in 1803, we acquired Louisiana by pur- 
but, probably, because the whole delegation from '| It would be a gross inequality to allow representa- | chase, and the people of the free and slave States 
the State a not present. Only three States voted || tion for slaves to the southern States; for that, in | paid fifteen millions of dollars for it. Mr. Jeffer- 

” I Vici - Ccoee eee yen South Carolina, \| effect, would be to allow to their masters a pre- | son, when he made the acquisition, admitted that 

Mr Se iad Me — mien ie ne but || dominant right, founded on mere property. Thus, | he had no constitutional power to do it; but.the 

North Caroline rh diciaed ond bas ee rae ~* | five thousand free persons, in a slave State, might vast importance of the navigation of the Missis- 

Se the cans tae a eae ee ven * || possess the same power to choose a Representative | sippi to the commerce of the United States, in- 

og Tovey ta 4 Pg ne ne - ws 1 as thirty thousand free persons in a non-slavehold- || duced him to make the purchase, and trust to an 

thens oroatuiiiceda nit for She = aa aoe mcee’ || ing State. On the other hand, it was contended, || amendment of the Constitution to legalize the act. 

that iinenedininte cae tk sae of 1783, hb coo || says the same authority, that slaves are deemed | Well, sir, what has been done with this territory 

ae ee ps we pane oe tea opres © || persons as well as ener They partake of the || thus purchased of France? Why, sir, three slave 

hibit it in all - eee ileus eatin nee | qualities of both. In being compelled to labor, not || States have been created out of it, viz: Louisiana, 

aed Sing fo the Von- || for himself, but for his master; in being vendible | Missouri, and Arkansas; all now represented in 
But to proceed: In 1787, the attention of the || by one master to another; and in being subject, at | this and the other branch of Congress. 

Congress of the Cénfalasntion wee aanin ai vd '| all times, to be restrained in his liberty and chas- || In 1819 we acquired Florida by purchase, and 

- ihe sulsject af slavery in the Nowhere: 'T i. | tised in his body by the will of another, the slave | the people of the free and slave States paid five 

tory sult aa edeaan i ree ae _may appear to be degraded from the human rank, || millions of dollars for, it. That, also, has been 

territory. seohibising slaxer 2 cs 7 d by a || 2nd classed with the irrational animals. But, in || created into a slave State, and is represented upon 

cemeniieak eeinitiee ae ie pan eer e ; a] being protected in his life and limbs against the || the floor of both Houses of Congress. . 

ginia, Mr ase of Slonmeihiatates Me rR ‘A ea || violence of others—even of the master of his labor || But this is not all, sir: in 1844, we acquired 

of Virginia, Mr. McKean of South Carolina. 4 | and liberty; and in being punishable himself for || Texas; but at what cost God only knows. It will 

Mr. Smith of Mew York. . Hoare, sir. is the a, tiel || all violence committed against others—the slave is | not, I am well persuaded, cost us less than one 
rohibiting sl d th » Sify 18 mne article || no less evidently regarded by law as a member of || hundred millions of dollars, and the loss of han- 

Prohibiung slavery, and the vote upon it: || the society, and not as a part of the irrational crea- | dreds, and perhaps thousands, of valuable lives, 

“In ConaRess or THE Conreveration, || tion; as a moral person, and not as a mere article |, The aid of the Federal Government was invoked 
“ According to order, the ordinance for eee 1 of opernr: The Federal Constitution should, | © obtain this territory for the avowed pero of 
of the territory of the United States, northwest of the river || therefore, view them in the mixed character of per- || preventing the abolition of slavery in Texas. This, 

Ohio, was read a third time, and passed, as follows : | sonsand property, which is, in fact, their true char- || sir, was a bold movement. It was a direct cail 
J f gti ee i uc ; . : * acter. This reasoning, sir, is, to my mind, quite || upon the Federal Government to put forth its 

servitude fn the eaid territory, otherwiae ae ae ee | inconclusive. But if it is well-founded, it applies i power to sustain, uphold, extend, and perpetuate 

ment of crimes whereof the party shall have been duly con- | to all property in all the States. || slavery in the United States ! 

Victed: Provided, always, That any person escaping into the || ‘The controversy, however, was at length settled || Sir, this is apparent from the correspondence of 

ami paiee ree ee ewes oa | by compromise gnd concession. It was agreed that || the State Department ncoosapen yas a Texas 

claimed, and conveyed to the person Ciniming bia oe he; || slaves should be represented, under the appellation | treaty. On the 8th of August, 1843, Mr. Upshur, 
labor or service as aforesaid. | of other persons;’’ not as free persons, but only || the Secretary of State, wrote to Mr. Murphy, our 
gare’ Moy byt the suey aforesaid, That the resolu- || in the proportion of three-fifths. In ordér torecon- || chargé d’affaires in Texas, as follows: 

catiannes’ a had - og hash ipoliaiew pation ee eeas cile the non-slaveholding States to this provision, || «gig; A private letter from a citizen of Maryland, then 

clared null and void. Done, &c. % ~ \\ another clause was inserted, that direct taxes should || in London, contains the following passage : 

a On passing the above ordinance, the yeas and nays be apportioned in the same manner as representa- He enue ee = one es a pavwea ake’ 
ng required by Mr. Yates: ° tives. So that, theoretically, representation and || (Ti ie erexas to negotiat ite aelaceieenens 
Massachusetts .......... - pig Ay. taxation might go pari passu. This provision, you ‘that he has seen Lord Aberdeen, and submitted his projet 

: Mr. Smith, ay. will perceive, sir, relieved the other two-fifths of | ‘for the abolition of slavery in Texas: which Be Gut there 
New York......scseeees } Me Haring, ay. bay, the slaves from being taxed at all as property; so || < shall be organized eee aa 
Mr. Yates, no. that the slaveholder, in case of a direct tax, pays tastes ies cements Sia Seeds teak tan tae namanned 
New Jersey .......000005 a Serna ay es { Ay. only on three-fifths of his slave property; while || «shat be paid over as an indemnity for the abolition of sta 
Delaw. Mr. Keatiy, are ’ the non-slaveholder is compelled to pay on the || «very; and I am au horized by the Texan Minister to say 
ATC. seessseeenees) Mr. Mitchell, ay. tay. whole of his property. This is manifestly un- || to you, that Lord has agreed that the British Gov- 
me Mr. Grayson, ay. : equal. But, sir, it is in the Constitution, and we || {¢™mment will gaaranty the a ee, this 
Virginia .......ss.see0e+ 9 Mr. R. H, Lee, ay. § Ay. elie: Bp Se believe that || ‘0%, upon condition that the Goverament will abol. 
r. Carrington, ay. are bound by it. Does any Senator believe that i ish slavery. 

N Mr. Blount, ay. the non-slaveholding States would have consented * * * * *. * * * 
orth Carolina.......+++} Mp, Hawkins, ay. Ay. that three-fifths of the slaves should be represented “ A movement of this sort cannotbe contemplated by us 1a 
South Carolina.......... = : ae eg Ay. under the appellation of ‘‘ other persons,” if it had || silence. Such an a Bon y eneaens coeney 
uger, ay been understood that the Federal Government had would asoomadiiy step nation whose 

Georgin.......seesee ose EMT" Prereerh Ay. wer to acquire foreign territory, and create it || deepcomcerm’s put when it te made uproar Union, | 

. Pierce, ay, po’ acq reign territory, join the slaveholding States of our Union, it awa, 
‘So it was resolved in the affirmative.” into new slave States? No, sir; if such had been |) kens a still more solemn interest. It cannot be permitted 
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to sueceed without the most strequous efforts on our part | to the institution of domestic slavery, we shall ] What, sir, if Great Britain should wage war agai 
to arrest a calamity so serious to every part of ourcountry.” || have a slave territory of 1,339,986 square miles. us, invade the southern States, and arm the ame 
Again: in the same letter Mr, Upshur says: 1 I will now, sir, proceed to show that slavery not || against their masters? Who, then, would ieee 
But there ix another view of this subject still more im- || only discourages productive industry of every kind, || their vengeance? Sir, the scenes of blood and: 
re eatnbit y Ear odr yd vary ula at Sur siovebelinag | but thatit greatly retards the settlement ofa State, || slaughter that would follow are too appalling to 
States—of an independent government forbidding the exist- 1] by preventing the emigration of whites. dw iu upon—nor age, nor sex, nor condition, would 
ence of slavery, and by a people born, for the most part, || This position I shall attempt to sustain by com- furnish the least security against their brutal fero. 
ainyng us, reared up in our habits, and speaking our lan- | paring the population and productive industry of || city. Yet, sir, if we should be so fortunate as to 
gunge, could not fall to produce the most unhappy effects || some of the free States with the population and |! escape the horrors of a foreign war, is there no} 
Or eens : '| productive industry of some of the slave States || danger to be apprehended from the rapid increase 
: In a despatch from the State Department to Mr. \| Twill begin with Ohio and Kentucky, | of theslaves. We have now nearly three million 
Everett, our Minister in London, Mr. Upshur says: || gt, Ohio came into the Union in 1803, and has || 
‘* It is quite obvious that slavery could not easily } now an area, in square miles, of 44,000, and had a 
be maintained in a country surrounded by other || population, in 1840, of 1,516,467: 34} to a square } Now, sir, may they not, at some time or o 


countries whose Governments did not recognise | mile. Her annual products of industry are $63,- || and in some way or other, learn their number 
that institution.”” And, in a despatch to Mr. | 906.678 
906,678. 


Murphy, dated January 16, 1844, he says, * that if | 
Texas should not be attached to the United States, || 
she cannot maintain that institution (slavery) ten | 





ns 
| and twenty-five years hence we shall have giy 


| millions, and fifty years hence twelve millions 





ther, 


; ; : 8 and 
|| their strength, and write their title to liberty in 


Kentucky came into the Union in 1792, and has || characters of blood and fire. Sir, I tremble for 
an area, in square miles, of 40,000; and had a popu- || my country when I think of the judgments tha 


years, and probably not half that time.” 


One more extract, and I will dismiss the diplo- | 
matic g TE upon this subject. On the | 


19th of April, 1844, Mr. Calhoun, then Secretary 


of State, in a despatch to Mr. Green, our chargé 


Waffaires in Texas, says: 
* Sin: A treaty for the annexation of Texas to the United 


Governments, and will be sent by the President to the Sen- 
ate, without delay, for its approval. 

“In making the fact known to the Mexican Government, 
the President enjoins it on you to give it, in the first place, 
the strongest assurance that, in adopting this measure, our 
Government is actuated by no feelings of disrespect or in- 
difference to the honor or dignity of Mexico, and that it 
would be a subject of great regret if it should be otherwise 
regarded by its Government. And, in the next place, that 
the step was forced on the Government of the United 
States in self-defence, in consequence of the policy adopted 
by Great Britain in reference to the abolition of slavery in 
Texas. it was impossible for the United States to witness 
with indifference the efforts of Great Britain to abolish sla- 


|, Annual products of industry, $38,624,191. 


i 


product of industry-by $25,282,487. 
|| Qd. Virginia and Pennsylvania. 


|| Virginia has an area, in square miles, of 70,000, 
|| and in 1840 had a population of 1,239,779: which 


Btates has been signed by the plenipotentiarics of the two || 


|| industry are $76,769,053. 


_ Ohio, young as she is, has a larger population 
| than Kentucky, by 739,639; and a larger annual 


| 
| 
| 


| 


Pennsylvania has an area, in square miles, of | 


| 46,000, and had a population in. 1840, of 1,724,033 


which is 374 to a square mile. Her annual pro- 


|| ducts of indu®try are $131,033,655. 


Virginia, with an area, in square miles, of 24- 
000 more than Pennsylvania, bas a less population 
by 484,254; and her annual products of industry 

are $54,264,602 less than the annual products of 


|| industry in Pennsylvania. 


i 


| 


| 
| 


} 
| 





is 174 toa square mile. Her annual products of | 





lation, in 1840, of 779,828: 19} to a square mile. || must be in store for us for the sin of slavery, 


| re an sir, upon the inequality of slaye 
Pp . 

The free States, with a white population of 

| 9,485,493, are entitled to 135 Representatives jy, 
Congress; that is, for each Representative 70,269 

| of the white population. 

| The slave States are entitled to 88 Representa- 

| tives in Congress, with a white population of only 

4,573,546, which gives a Representative to every 


| 


| 51,464: so that 51,464 free persons in a slave State 
| have as much political power on the floor of Cop. 
gress as 70,262 white persons in a free State; that 
is, it takes in the slave States 18,798 less than in 
| the free States to send a Representative to Con- 
gress. South Carolina, with a free population of 
nearly 24,000 less than Vermont, sends seven Rep- 
resentatives on the floor of the other House, while 


Vermont sends but four. 


“ 








aa ej - ea os ; || 3d. Massachusetts and South Carolina. But when we compare South Carolina with New 
very there. They could not but see that she had the means || ; ° 1¥ inf li ill learl 
in her power, in the actual condition of Texas, to aceom- || | Massachusetts has an area, in square miles, of || York, the ineqnality will more clearly ap ar. 
plish the object» of her policy, unless prevented by the most || 7,800; and had, in 1840, a population of 737,699: | South Carolina, at a ratio of 70,680 free inhabi- 
ee mien ae oats a ee aoe ane | 98 to a square mile. Annual products of industry, || tantants for one Representative—with, according 
Oa state 0 wzecrous inthe extreme to thea yacen | er = 907 | : Ny 
Btates, and the Union itself, Seeing this, this Government || 979,470,297. | to the last census, a free population of 267,360, 
has been compelled, by the necessity of the case,andare- || South Carolina has an area, in square miles, | and a slave population of 327,308—sends to the 
gard to its constitutional obligations, to take the step it has, || of 33,000; and had, in 1840, a population of || House of Representatives seven members; where- 
as the only certain and effectual means of preventing it.” || 594.398: 18 to a square mile. Of this population, || as, with a population of 2,428,921 free inhabitants, 
Who, sir, with this proof before his eyes, can || 327,038 are slaves. Annual products of industry, 1 New York is represented by only thirty-four mem- 





doubt the object and purpose of Texas annexa- || $27,173,536. bers. Hence it appears, that while 71,438 inhab- 
tion? Noone, Lapprehend. Well, sir, what has || Massachusetts, with a territory not one-fourth | itants of New York are entitled to one member 
been done with this third acquisition of foreign || as large as South Carolina, has a larger popula- || only, in South Carolina 38,194 elect a member. It 
territory? Why, sir, it has been erected into |) tion by 143,248; and her annual products of indus- |! was supposed, when the Constitution was formed, 
another slave State. So that we have admitted || try are $48,296,761 more than the annual products || that New York and the other free States received 
into the Union five slave States, created out of ter- || of South Carolina. || some consideration for yielding to South Carolina 
ritory acquired since the adoption of the Constitu- || Vermont has an area, in square miles, of 8,000; || and other southern States a slave representation, 
tion, and four out of territory ceded to us by the || and, in 1840, had a population of 291,218: 36: to in the consent of those States to be taxed, in any 
treaty of 1783—making, now in the Union, fifteen |, a square mile: and her annual products of indus- || system of direct taxation which might be adopted, 
slave States and fourteen free States! Is this, | try are $25,143,191. South Carolina, with a ter- | in proportion to their representation. This con- 
sir, a condition of things aullicipated or desired by | ritory more than four times as large as Vermont, |, sideration, however, has entirely failed. The pub- 
the patriots and statesmen of 1776 and 1787? No, || has a less free population by 23,858, and exceeds || lic debt has been paid, and the expenditures of the 
sir, no—far from it. They regarded slavery as a || Vermont, in annual products of industry, only || Government have been defrayed, without a resort 
great moral and political evil; a shameful outrage |) about $2,000,000. || to direct taxation, except at three short intervals, 
upon human rights, and desired to see it abolished I have proceeded far enough, by way of com- || and it is quite certain, if the settled policy of the 
in every part of the Confederacy. parison, to show that the free States, with no ad- || Government for the last thirty years be not aban- 
I will now, sir, call the attention of the Senate || vantage in soil or climate, have far outstripped the i doned, that it will not again be resorted to asa 
and the country to the number of persons in the || slave States in population and annual products of || means of supporting the Government. Sir, Ver- 
free and slave States, the density of the popula- || industry, and I know of no cause to which it can || mont cannot consent to the acquisition of foreign 
tion, and the area in square miles of each, || be attributed but slavery. territory, to be created into new slave States to be 
In 1540, the thirteen slave States, and Florida, | The slave has no stimulus to industry, because || represented upon this unequal basis. 
(then a territory,) and the District of Columbia, || he has no hope of bettering his condition. He is But, sir, we have territory enough—more than 
had a population of 7,334,434: of this number, 1 doomed to perpetual bondage, and his children || we can occupy for two centuries to come. 
4,848,208 were free persons, and 2,486,226 were || after him. The effect of oppression and ignorance The United States now have an area of 2,620,000 
slaves. The thirteen free States, with Wisconsin |, will always be to destroy the springs of industry, || square miles, with a population of only 8} toa 
and lowa, had a population of 9,728,922, which is || and consequently to diminish the annual products } square mile. If the population in the United States 
2,254,488 more than the whole population of the || of the country. The degraded and oppressed con- li were as dense as it is in.Massachussetts, (98 toa 
slave States, and 4,780,714 more than the free pop- || dition of the slave renders his labor much less || Square mile,) we should have 260,000,000 of souls; 
ulation of the slave States. The fifteen slave || productive than the labor of the intelligent free- || and if as dense as it is in England, (2933 to a square 
States now in the Union, including the District of || man. mile,) we should have 767,970,000 of souls. 
Columbia, havean area in square miles of 957,642. | ‘The slave labors from compulsion, and to enrich Sir, what more do we need. We are aa 
The fourteen free States, and the territory of Wis- || his master; the freeman voluntarily, and to enrich sion of the richest inheritance that ever to the 
consin, have an area in square miles of 663,004. || himself. The slave has no home to enjoy, no || lot of man. We have in our own bosom all the 
So the slave States contain 297,638 square miles of | family that he can call his own to love and protect, || elements of greatness; and, under the direction of 
territory more than the free States. The density | no country to shield him from cruelty and oppres- || wise and discreet counsels, we are destined to a 
of the population in the free States is fourteen and | sion. He is the property of his master—subject, || career of glory more brilliant than history has re- 
a fraction to a square mile; in the slave States it || at all times, to be restrained of his liberty, and.|| corded of any other nation on the face of the earth. 
is only seven and a fraction to a square mile. || chastised in his body. What inducement, I ask, || Let us, then, be contented, and thank God for the 
Surely the slave States ought not to call for more | can the slave have to render his labor productive? || manifold blessings we enjoy. Sir, I have done. I 
territory. | None whatever. . know I have been guilty of an act of great indis- 
But it is the avowed purpose of the Administra- | Slavery, sir, is not orily an element of weakness || cretion in attempting, in my feeble state of health, 
tion to — en woe — <p ee will con- | in the Government, but it is an element of danger || to address the Senate a? this ae — * the —_ 
sent to cede to us New Mexico an er Cali- || —of ling danger. Three millions of oppress- || But, sir, I could not well ayoid it, e remarks 
fornia. These Mexican provinces contain an area, | ed, ee beings, in the pt tig the || of the honorable Senator from South Carolina, 
in squere miles, of 576,344. | country, deprived of all political rights, and held || (Mr. Burien. 
if this Mexican territory, which the President de- || as mere property, cannot but weaken the power | Mr. CASS éaid: . 
sires to acquire, and which his military chiefs have | and efficiency of the Government, to defend and | Mr. Presment: Tha sobjen before us is the 
i ri ‘otf of three t of dollars, to erable 





already annexed to the United States, is to be open | protect itself from foreign aggression and invasion. ‘| appropriatiorf’ 
. 
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the President to terminate the war with Mexico, 
and to procure an acquisition of territory; and the 
immediate question is upon the adoption of what 
is known as the Wilmot proviso, w ich declares, 
that there shall be neither slavery nor involunta 
servitude in any territory, which may be hereafter 
annexed to the United States. Having already 
expressed my sentiments upon the former subject, 
| shall now confine my remarks to the latter. 

And, sir, in the first place, such a declaration 
would be a kind of legislation, not only abstract in | 
itself, but, under the circumstances of the country, | 
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| 


| 





effects at home and abroad. If the subject were 
legitimately before us, and a practical decision 


were called for, it should be met with wisdom, | 


with calmness, and with moderation. But suffi- 
cient unto the day is the evil thereof. When we 
acquire the territory, it will be quite time to pro- 
vide for its government.. We may, indeed, fight 
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|| by the power of our arms. When this is done— 


|| and the sooner it is done the better it will be done— 


; 


we can then count up our injuries and losses, and 
seek an adequate compensation for them agreeably 
to the usages of nations. In the meantime, this 
discussion, with all its circumstances, will be as 


| well known in Mexico as in the United States, 


| the battle now, and when it is over, leaving all its || That mighty agent, the press, will proclaim it there 


| 
| 


i] 


} 


heartburnings behind, we may find it has heen 


! 


louder than a voice shouting from every house- 


fought in vain, and that we have nothing left for || topin the republic. And what musta high-spirited 
our premature dissensions but unhappy recollec- || people think of the spectacle exhibited here? And 


tions at home, and the contempt of the civilized 


il!-timed and injudicious. We are engaged in a || world. 


foreign war, which demands the united counsels, |) 


and the united action, of the whole country. The | 
jssue, whether immediate or remote, whether pros- 
rous or adverse, is hidden from our view. Do 
the best we can, we shall be greatly divided. 
Some doubt the justice of the war, and many more 
its expediency; and though I am with those, who 
doubt neither, and who think we had to choose, 
between war and dishonor, yet I cannot conceal 





} 
| 





ti} 


the Mexicans, we must remember, possess many 
traits of the Spanish character, What better mode 


This amendment is not proposed as a condition || could be devised to irritate them, and to unite them 


of the cession to be made to us. 
must be incorporated into a treaty, and Mexico 


To do that, it 





as one man against us, than the very procedure 
we are debating? Who believes we should have 


would thus become a party, having a right to in- |, purchased Louisiana of Napoleon, or Florida of 
terfere in our internal institutions, in questions left | Spain, had such preliminaries as these preceded 


by the Constitution to the State governments, after 


their admission into the Union, upon an equal || denounce 


' 


i 


How should we have 


the oe to negotiate ? ’ 
the arrogance of England, during the 


| footing, as they must be, when admitted, with the | late war, had her Parliament gravely attempted to 


| original members of the Confederacy. I presume || lay down a principle for the government 


o@ por- 


from myself, that these discordant opinions, if || there is not a Senator or Representative in the || tion of Massachusetts or Virginia, which she in- 


' 


they do not paralyze, must yet impede the national || National Legislature, who would thus grant to a || tended to acquire? It is to be regretted, that this 
exertion, and operate, in many ways, to prevent || foreign Power the right to inquire into the conduet 


that vigorous action, so essential to prompt success. || and constitution of the sovereign States of this || an irritating public discussion. 


And we have still another class among us, who 
openly avow their hostility to the present condi- 
tion of their country, and their determination, not 
merely to withhold all voluntary aid towards the 
prosecution of the war, both as private and as pub- 
lic men, but also to exert their moral influence to 
extend these views, and to give practical effect to | 
their operation. 

Under these circumstances, sir, it is obviously | 
the dictate of true wisdom, not to add internal dif- 


ficulties to external ones; unless both are forced |, pact of cession, what effect is it to have? It is not | 


upon us by invincible necessity. Of all the ques- 
tions, that can agitate us, those which are merely 
sectional in their character, are the most dangerous, 
and the most to be deprecated. The warning voice 
of him, who from his character, and services, and 
virtue, had the best right to warn us, proclaimed to 
his countrymen, in his farewell address, that mon- 
ument of wisdom for him, as I hope it will be of 
safety for them, how much we had to apprehend 
from measures, peculiarly affecting geographical 
portions of our country, The history of the past, 
furnishes us with pregnant lessons upon this sub- 
ject. When such questions come, let us meet them, 
as great questions should be met, with a single 
eye to our own duty, and to the interest of the 
country. But let us not anticipate them, by antici- 
pating events, which may never happen, or which, 
if they do happen, may bring with them the solu- 
tion of the very difficulties, we are seeking, instead 
of avoiding. We have yet made no acquisition 
of territory, and never may. We have, indeed, 
in the prosecution of the existing war, taken pos- 
session of a portion of Mexico, and hold it by the 
right of conquest. But our tenure is uncertain, 
depending upon the varying casualities of war 
while this lasts, and then, if not sooner termina- 
ted, upon the result of the negotiations for a peace. 
We can make no permanent arrangements for the 
government of the country, till the right; which 
cession gives, is added to that we have derived 
from conquest. Nor indeed do we seek to do so, 
for the proposed amendment is to be operative, 
only when we shall have made a permanent acqui- 
sition of the country, and added it to our own. In 
the meantime, though it be a dead letter upon the 
statute book, it can only be placed there by quick- 
ening into life, feelings and sentiments, which, if 
they must come, let them come, like other unavoid- 
able evils, but which should never be voluntarily 
sought, for the very sake of encountering them. 
We then, sir, are attempting, not to legislate for 
things as they are, but for things as they are not, 
and as they never may be. e are abandoning 
the domain of the present, and are seeking to con- 
trol, perhaps a distant, cértainly a doubtful, fu- 
ture. Under any circumstances, this prospective 
legislation can scarcely be reconciled with the dic- 
tates of common prudence. But under those that 
exist, both foreign and domestic, it seems to he a 
rash experiment, certain in the injury it will in- 
flict, but uncertain in the advan it pro 
to obtain. The questions it will raise, the 
excitement that will attend them, are obvious to 
Already their bearing has been shadowed 
forth in the discussions that have started up; and 
both the topics and the temper, that have ted 
themselves are calculated to produce worst 
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| 
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Union; and if there are any, I am not among them, 


} 


| 


appropriation could not have been made without 
And itis stillmore 
to be regretted, that the original question of acqui- 


and never shall be. To the people of this coun- || sition, should be complicated with another, which 
try, now and hereafter, are its destinies, under || enlarges the field of controversy, and introduces 
God, committed; and we want no foreign Power || still more irritating topics into the debate. Look- 


to interrogate us, treaty in hand, and to say, Why 


do that? Our own dignity, as well as the first 
attributes of independence, repel such a proposi- 
tion. 

If, then, this clause is not to enter into the com- 


| have you done this, or why have you omitted to || ¢ 
|| Mexico our desire to purchase a portion of her ter- 





an ordinary act of legislation, within the accus- | 


tomed power of Congress; for it neither operates 
upon American territory, upon American citizens, 
norupon American property. Nor does it propose 
to establish a system for the regulation of those, 


| 
j 
{ 


|| out exhibiting such a confidence in the successful 


t 
j 


ing at the critical relations, which exist between the 
two countries, it is quite enough to announce to 


ritory, and to provide the means for doing so, with- 


result, as to accompany the measure with a,plan, 
either total or partial, for the government of the 
region, which we seek to annex to our Confeder- 


acy. 

For myself, sir, individually, I have doubts, as 
I stated before, of the policy of any step, except a 
direct vigorous prosecution of the war. I am 


having a right to become such. It is declaratory || afraid, that all other measures are proof to the 


of what? That slavery shall not exist in any ter- 
ritory hereafter to be acquired. But no territory, 
hereafter to be acquired, can be governed, without 


an act of Congress, providing for the organization || 


of its government. That is the very first step in 
its progress in the new career opened to it; till then, 
no legitimate authority can be exercised over it. 
And when Congress comes to act, it will act upon 
the subject matter, controlled only by the Consti- 
tution, and by the treaty of cession. If, therefore, 
a declaratory clause, like that proposed, is adopt- 
ed, it would be but a dead letter, and without any 
practical effect. It would not operate upon the 


country now, for it does not belong to us; and if it || 


should become ours, Congress, when it legislates, 
would be free to legislate upon its own views and 
responsibility, without being at all restrained by an 


i 
| 
| 


| 
| 








abstract declaration, binding nobody, and operating | 


on nothing. _ : 

But what sort of a spectacle does this proceed- 
ing present to the world? Disguise it as we may, 
it is a Mexican cession we are looking to, and 
Mexican territory we are preparing to govern. We 
are gravely stopping in the midst of our legitimate 
duties, while deficient supplies, a defective organi- 
zation, an insufficient force, demand legislative ac- 
tion; and while the President is appealing to us for 


Mexican people, that we are halting in our pur- 
poses, and have undertaken a task beyond ‘our 
ability to accomplish. 

I listened with great attention and pleasure to 
the eloquent remarks of the honorable Senator 
from Louisiana, made in the Senate a few days 
since, and I fully coincided with him in almost all 
he said. I dissent, however, from him toto celo in 
the suggestion, that renewed attempts at negotia- 
tion should be made by this Government. hat 
was opinion, in the letter from Mr. Slidell to Mr. 
Buchanan, of December 27, 1845, has become his- 
tory. ‘The desire of our Government to secure 

ce, will be mistaken for timidity,’ &e. It has 
een so, and I trust the error will not be renewed. 
The Mexican Government and people know that 
we desire peace. The Administration has pro- 
claimed it in its official acts. It is proclaimed au- 
thoritatively, and unanimously, in these Halls. It 
is proclaimed by the American press. And, what 
is more powerful than all this, it is proclaimed by 
the public sentiment of the American people. 
Why, it is only two days since, sir, that we in- 
troduced into the diplomatfe bill, an appropriation 
for defraying the expenses of negotiations, and 
the very debate in which we are , furnish- 
es irrefragable proof of the strong desire for peace, 


the means of prosecuting the war vigorously and || which animates us all; and myself, as strongly as 


successfully, we are stopping in order to regulate 
the condition of countries, extending to the Pacific 
ocean, and which, if they are ever ours, must be- 
come so, after the vicissitudes of war shall have 
established our 
submission. I doubt if history furnishes another 
such instance of legislative farsightedness. 

But, sir, there are other and very obvious con- 
siderations, which ought to warn us of the impol- 
icy of this discussion. I am willing to make the 
appropriation, and to place it at the disposition of 


| any member of this body. 


he sentiment is in 
our hearts, and its expression upon our tongues. 
My objection against the initiative being again 
taken by our Government in ons for ne- 


wer, and reduced the enemy to || gotiations, arises out of the fear that they will not 


produce peace, but will continue the war. 

Our true motives are misunderstood and misrep- 
resented; and what is really dictated by a spirit of 
forbearance and m » is con 1 into 

roofs of timidity and weakness. There is, no 
oubt, in Mexico, a instinctive love of coun- 


the Executive, holding him responsible for its faith- || try, which, under @ tropical sun, gives rise to ex- 


ful application. Circumstances may arise which 


may render this arrangement a provident one, and || But there is no such wholesome public opinion 
therefore a p one. But the indications of || there as here, and no such means of public infor- 
public opinion, which reach us from Mexico, and || mation, nor such ee and appre- 
among these, not the least significant, is the oath || ciate them. Itis » that the sti views 
taken by her President to consent to no cession of there. The most trifling disaster on our — 


Mexican territory, a strange procedure, brought 
about, no doubt, by the public agitation of this topic, 
these indications, I say, satisfy me that our 


duty is to put forth all our st h, and to con- 
quer the obstinate injustice of the Mexican people 


cited feelings, and to paroxysms of fierce action. 


side, is represented as a vi on theirs. An offer 
to negotiate is an ac of weakness. 
A messenger of peace is rudely driven from Mex- 

‘ander the pretence, that he came as a minister 


ico 
| and not asa commissioner And itis announced, 
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with agravity,which would be truly ridiculous,were | 


not the subject so vast a one, that our armies must 


withdraw from the Mexican territory, and our | 


fleets from the Mexican coast, before their Gov- 
ernment will ever consent to negotiate. Retire, 
they say, go home, and then we will treat with 
you. f cagret to hear any propositions or discus- 


i 
' 
} 


sions relating to Mexican negotiations, brought | 
forward in either branch of Congress, These top- | 


ics had better be left to the Executive, who can act 
discreetly, because he can act deliberately, and 
without public discussion. If we provide the ne- 
cessary supplies for the prosecution of the war, 
and watch vigilantly the course of the Government, 


correcting errors where they exist, we shall have | 
performed an important part of our duty, ane 


to the President to push the war vigorously, an 


to embrace any favorable opportunity to negotiate, | 


which presents itself, 

I believe this course of action better becomes our 
character and position among the nations of the 
worldg, We seek but justice. That is pertina- 
ciousl¥ withheld from us. Before the invasion of 


our territory, we made repeated attempts to bring | 
our disputes with Mexico to a peaceful solution, | 
und since then we have attempted to bring the war, | 


which she commenced to a peaceful termination. 
We have failed in all these efforts; and, unfortu- 
nately, from being misunderstood, they have aggra- 
vated, rather than diminished, the difficulties of our 
position. 
manity, now let us discharge it to ourselves. Let 
us march onward, till the past is atoned for, and 
till the future is guarded by reasonable security. 


We have discharged our duty to hu- | 


But, sir, independent of these considerations, | 


arising ont of the very nature of the subject, there 
are two other questions, eminently practical, which 


connect themselves with it, and which it is our | 
duty, charged as we are, by our country with her 


gravest interests, maturely to examine. 
relates to the prosecution of the war, and the other 
to the acquisition of territory. 


The first | 


THE C 


after its acquisition, would be a question of ordi- 


nary legislative jurisdiction, dependent for its ex- 


i} 


Should this proviso become a law, I consider 


it extremely doubtful whether the war could be | 


further prosecuted; or I might say, indeed, it would 
not be prosecuted at all. 
fested by two-fifths of the House of Representa- 
uves, and by a moiety of the Senate, it is obvious 


From the feelings mani- | 


| 


that future appropriations would not long be made. | 


No one here will call in question the correctness 
of this opinion. 
respecting the justice and expediency of the war, 


Divided, as we are, in our views | 


we cannot doubt, that with this new element of | 
irritation and difference, no calculation whatever | 


could be made upon legislative action, or upon the 
aid that would be given to the Executive. I find 


myself supported in this view by an authority | 
which commends itself, at least, to one side of this | 


Chamber. In a letter written from this place, and 
published in the New York Courier and Enquirer, 


of the 18th ultimo, the writer, who I suppose is the | 
editor, and if so, certainly well informed respect- || 
ing the views of the party to which he belongs, | 
says: “The adoption of the Wilmot proviso, it is |, 


conceded in the political circles, willdo more to ter- 
minate the war, than any legislative act that could 


’ ® i 
be devised; as much, almost, as a refusal of sup- 


plies.”” 
poliucal speculations in this letter; but in his state- 
ment of the effect of this measure upon the prose- 


I do not concur with the writer in all his | 


cution of the war, [ fully coincide: and I do not | 
expect to hear a single member of this body ex- | 


press his dissent from it. 


This proposition, if | 


adopted, becomes at once an egis, interposed be- | 


tween us and Mexican responsibility. The choice |/ 


before us is the proviso or the war. 
other must be given up. 

But again, sir, one-third of this body can _pre- 
vent the ratification of a treaty. It has been dis- 
tinctly intimated here in debate, and not contra- 
dicted by any member, that if this proposition 
passes upon the statute book, no treaty, providing 
for the acquisition of territory, will be ratified. 
This we have reason to know is the determination. 
Legislation, eparener to the acquisition, would 
pursue the ordinary course, and would be govern- 
ed by the ordinary principles, which regulate the 
action of Congress, Legislation, like this pro- 


' 


posed, before the acquisition, would induce and | 


enable one-third of one branch of Congress to de- 
feat the measure—or, in other words, if no condi- 
tion is annexed to the purchase, we have no right 
to anticipate, that there will be any sectional oppo- 
sition to it. 


| speculation will give way to fact, and future repu- 


| exertions. 


j 


j 


| honor, and shut up the history of our country’s 


? . ° | 
ercise upon the views entertained by Congress, at | 


the time, of its own duty, and of the question of | 
right or expediency connected with it. But annex 


this condition previously, and whether it be oper- || 
| ative or barren for an 


other purpose, it will be 


effectual for one: and that is, to prevent any addi- || 


tion to our territory. Not one foot shall we | 
acquire, as every member of this Senate knows | 
full well; quite as well as I do. 

We then, sir, by this proceeding, put to hazard 
the prosecution of the war; conducting it in all 
probability to an inglorious issue; and we render 
it certain, that no territorial indemnity can be 
obtained, and that we shall quit with Mexico as 
we began: practically confessing our inability or 
our indisposition to defend our honor, or assert 
our interests. 

Now, sir, I do not believe that the people of this 
country, be they where they may—North, South, | 
East, or West—are prepared thus to inflict upon 
the national honor an incurable wound. This is 
not a question of to-day, nor of to-morrow only, 
but of generations yet to come. And we must | 
remember that the eyes of Europe are upon us. 
Throughout Christendom, our course and our con- 
duct are watched with jealous scrvtiny, both by 
those, who fear the example of our institutions, and 


| 
| 
| 
| 
j 
| 
| 
| 


by those, who look forward to their permanent || 


establishment, among the nations of the earth. 
By the former, in the hope that seeds of dissolution 
may be av OREN to spring up hereafter, and to 
ripen into an abundant harvest of calamity; and by 
the latter, with a hope as sincere, and I trust far 
better founded, that we may survive the trials, to 
which it is the lot of all governments to be ex- 
posed, and find our political system still firmer in 
the hearts of the people, as time comes to show us 
the blessings it brings with it. We are the stand- 
ard-bearers of liberty for the communities of the 
world. And as we guard or betray the precious 
deposite, the cause of freedom will advance or re- 
cede, stimulated or depressed by our example. 
The great problem, so long doubted, and so often 


disputed, whether we are able to carry on an offen- || 


sive war, in defence of our rights and our honor, 
is again in the process of solution. If we are true 
to ourselves, this will be a problem no longer: 


tation and security will be purchased by present 
Sut if we abandon the contest, by 
whatever motives impelled, we seal our own dis- 


glory. The name of American, will be a byword 
and a reproach, throughout the earth. The brand 
will remain upon our foreheads, and still the plain- 
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of the embargo, of the bank, of the deposite 





er, as we shall prove ourselves faithless to the 
example of our fathers, and unworthy of the legacy, 
which they won and bequeathed to us. But, sir, 
I believe nothing of all this. 
countrymen. And if they have one trait of char- 
acter, in bolder relief, than any other, or than all 
others, it is an ever-acting, never-dying love of 


country: watehful, first, of its honor, and then of 


of all things, at least of all political thin 


its interests; and prepared to defend both, as both 
should be defended, where the Government be- 
longs equally to all, and the support of all equally 
to the Government. 

All the apprehensions expressed here will pass 
away, leaving us and our institutions unscathed. 
I have an abiding confidence in the rectitude and 
energy of public — in this country, as well 
as of its mighty effects. It has spoken many a 
time in my day, and spoken in tones, that were 
feared and obeyed: ay, and it will so speak many 
atime to come. Thank God, we are not the peo- 
ple; we are but their temporary servants. There 
is a power above us, and beyond us, which says, 
Thus far may you go, but no farther; and there we 
stop. We introduce ee here, and discuss 
them, and discuss them, till mutual contact excites 
us; and we fancy, that everybody is everywhere 


|| just as much excited as we are, and that the end 


gs—union, 


| government, liberty—is approaching, if not upon 


us. And all this, while the bounties of Heaven, 
both physical and moral, are descending upon us, 
not like the silent dew, but in one unbroken stream 


of unmerited kindness. Our country is without 
_ want; our Government without oppression; our 


And the Government of the country 1 


people without fear, and without danger: and yet, 
we are everlastingly talking about a crisis, as 
though we had nothing to do but to raise one, and 


I trust I know my 

















March l, 


to discuss it. We may have one, sir; but it ma 

| come in a way and in an hour we know not of. tt 
| may be a crisis, not of our making or seeking but 
of God’s wrath for our ingratitude. As to a 10. 
| litical crisis, all will come right, Mr. President 
That word has got to be quite a common one j;, 
| our national vocabulary. It frightened me oyc¢. 
| but I have seen it so often, that its face has be. 
come quite familiar, and does not inspire the least 
dread. I recognise it as an old acquaintancg 
’ 


| changing from time to time its drapery, but sijj 


preserving its ideMity. Our constituents, the 
_ American people, will take care of us, and of the 
| crisis, too, as they took care of the crisis of inde. 


|| pendence, of the confederation, of the revolution. 
| ary war, of the constitution, of the non-interco 
} 


urse, 


; 8, of 
| the tariff, and of the late war, and as they are 


taking into their own mighty keeping the pres 
war; and they will still eae of their Union 
and guard it from any unholy touch, as the Ark 
of God was guarded of old by God’s holy peo- 
ple. 

I shall vote against this proviso, because: 

Ist. The present is no proper time for the intro- 
duction into the country, and into Congress, of an 
exciting topic, tending to divide us, when our uni- 
| ted exertions are necessary to prosecute the exist- 
| ing war. 
| 2d. It will be quite in season to provide for the 
government of territory, not yet acquired from for- 
| eign countries, after we shall have obtained it, 

3d. The proviso can only apply to British and 
Mexican territories, as there are no others coter- 
| minous to us. Its phraseology would reach either, 
| though its application is pointed to Mexico. [t 
| seems to me, that to express so much confidence 
| in the successful result of this war, as to legislate 

at this time, if not over this anticipated acquisition, 
' at least for it,.and to lay down a partial See for 
its government, would do us no good in the eyes 
of the world, and would irritate, still more, the 
Mexican people. 

4th. Legislation now would be wholly inopera- 
tive, because no territory, hereafter to be acquired, 
can be governed without an act of Congress, pro- 
viding for its government. And such an act, on 
its passage, would open the whole subject, and 
would leave the Congress, called upon to pass it, 
| free to exercise its own discretion, entirely uncon- 
trolled by any declaration found on the statute 
| book. 

5th. There is great reason to think, that the adop- 
tion of this proviso would, in all probability, bring 
the war to an untimely issue, by the effect it would 
have on future operations. 

6th. Its passage would certainly prevent the ac- 
quisition of one foot of territory; thus defeating a 
measure called for by a vast majority of the Amer- 
| ican people, and defeating it, too, by the very act 
| purporting to establish a partial basis for its gov- 
ernment. 
| The progress of public opinion upon the ques- 
| tion of the adoption of this proviso, as the circum- 
| stances of the country have become more and more 
| difficult, seems to me to indicate very clearly, that 

since its introduction at the past session of Con- 
_ gress, the conviction has been gaining ground that 
_ the present is no time for the agitation of this sub- 
| ject; and as the foreign war becomes more embar- 
| rassing, in a greater degree, than many anticipated, 
it is best to avoid a domestic dispute, which would 
raise bitter questions at home, and add confidence 
/to the motives for resistance abroad, And cer- 
tainly the fact now ascertained, that the war would 
, be pat to hazard, and the acquisition of territory 
| defeated, by the adoption of this proviso, renders 
| it impossible for me to vote for it, connected, as I 
deem both of these objects, with the dearest rights 
| and honor of the country. _ s 

I have examined the resolutions, which have been 
| presented to Congress by the Legislatures of eight 
| of the States upon this subject, and I find, that this 
| proviso is a measure perhaps not called for by any 

of them, certainly not by six of them, and that its 
sinsple adoption at this time will leave unattai 
the permanent objects sought by all ofthem. The 
views expressed are as follows: ‘ 

By the Legislature of Vermont, against “ the 
‘admission into the Federal Union of any new 
‘State, whose constitution tolerates slavery, 
&e. ; 

| By the Legislature of New Hampshire, that 
measures should be taken for the extinction of sla- 
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yery “in the District of Columbia; for its exclu- |; resolution, he said nothing to indicate that he had, | the earth. 
‘gion from Oregon and other Territories, that now, || in any way changed his opinions upon this im- | 








‘or at any time hereafter, may belong to the Uni- || portant subject; and he (Mr. M.) took it for grant- 
‘ted States.” — eat ed that the Senator would sustain the opinions of 
By the Legislature of Rhode Island, ‘against || his own Democratic Legislature—seeing that they 
‘the acquisition of&territory by conquest or other- | so fully accorded with those which the Senator had 
«wise, beyond the present limits of the United || before them expressed for himself. But, sir, the 
‘States, for the purpose of establishing therein |, Senator has disappointed us all: he neither agrees 
‘glaveholding States, * &e. 4 | with his Legislature nor with himself. He has 
By the Legislature of New York, “that if any | just declared his intention to vote against the Wil- 
‘territory is hereafter acquired by the United States, | mot proviso. He is not willing to extend the great 
‘or annexed thereto, the act by which such terri- || principle of liberty contained in the ordinance of | 
‘tory is acquired or annexed, whatever such act | 1787 over the territory which may be acquired by 
‘may be, should contain an unalterable fundamen- |, purchase or conquest in Mexico. The honorable | 
‘tal article or provision, whereby slavery or invol- 
‘untary servitude, except as a punishment for |, 
‘crime, shall ‘be forever excluded from the terri- 
‘tory acquired or annexed,” 
By the Legislature of New Jersey, ‘‘that the | reasons, and he (Mr. M.) would therefore most | 
‘Senators, &c., be requested to use their best ef- | respectfully inquire of the Senator why it was that 
‘forts to secure a& a fundamental provision to, or | he had become the opponent of a measure at this 
‘proviso in, any act of annexation of any territory || session, which measure he had been so anxious to | 
‘hereafter to be acquired by the United States, |! support by his vote at the last session? No doubt 
‘&c.; that slavery or involuntary servitude, ex- |; the Senator had good reasons to justify this appa- 
‘cept as a punishment for crime, shall be forever || rent inconsistency: but he had not favored the 
‘excluded from the territory to be annexed.” || Senate with them. The reasons assigned by the , 
By the Legislature of Pennsylvania, ‘against || Senator for his vote now are, that we are in war; 
‘any measure whatever, by which territory will || and that the proviso, if adopted, would prevent | 
‘accrue to the Union, unless as a part of the fun- || the acquisition of any territory. Both these rea- 
‘damental law, upon which any compact or treaty, |!"sons existed at the last session—the former with 


‘for this purpose is based, slavery or involuntary | 
‘servitude, except for crime, shall be forever ex- | not know the objects of the Executive in making 
‘cluded.” ‘| and carrying on the war against Mexico. They 

By the Legislature of Ohio, for ‘* the passage of || are now avowed, and we all understand his object 
‘measures in that body, (Congress,) providing for || to be acquisition of Mexican territory, to be an- 
‘the exclusion of slavery from the territory of | nexed to the Union. The purpose of the bill now 
“Oregon, and also from any other territory, that || before us was to aid in the accomplishment of that 


Senator had, no doubt, weighty reasons for this | 
| change of his views and course upon a subject of || 
| such deep interest tothe country. But the Senator 





‘now is, or hereafter may be, annexed to the Uni- || object. The design of the present bill was to || 
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greater force than now; for at that time, we did || 


‘ted States.’ 
By the Mature of Michigan, ‘that in the |) 
acquisition of any new territory, whether by pur- || 
‘chase, conquest, or otherwise, we deem it the | 
‘duty of the General Government to extend over | 
‘the same the ordinance of seventeen hundred and | 
‘eighty gmyen, with all its rights and privileges, 
‘condit d immunities. ”’ 
Now, sir, it is obvious, that these resolutions, || 
either by their phraseology or by their object, look || 
to some permanent ‘* provision,’’ ‘* fundamental | 
law,” ** article,’’ or ** condition,’’ by which slavery || 
should be forever excluded from the territory in | 
uestion. Six of them very clearly so. Two of || 
them, however—those of New Hampshire and |) 
Ohio—are more general, and this proviso would | 
perhaps meet their requisitions. But certain it is, || 
that if adopted to day, it could be repealed to-mor- || 
row, and that it is destitute of any characteristic of | 
permanence. It might leave as little durable im- | 


| 





pression upon the statute book, a8 writing upon || slave will ever be compelled to labor there. Un- | 


water, which disappears the moment it is traced } 
there. 

Mr. MILLER said he did not rise to inflict a 
speech upon the Senate at this late hour of the 
night; his.only object in rising was to express his 
surprise and regret, in which he believed the coun- || 
try would partake, at the opinions and views which 
had been just advanced by the Senator from Michi- || 
gan, (Mr. Cass.] } 

At the last session, when a bill similar to the one 
now under consideration was before the Senate, it 
was generally understood here that the ie 





was in favor of retaining in that bill the ‘* Wilmot 

roviso”—the same as that now offered by the 

enator from Vermont, [Mr. Urnam.] It is true, 
that for want of time, the Senator had not then an 
opportunity to give his vote; yet his opinions were | 
undisguised, and he openly avowed his anxiety to | 
vote in favor of the proviso. The position of the | 
Senator upon this great question was not only un- 
derstood here, but his friends throughout the North 
held him up as one of the great champions of hu- | 
man liberty, as the uncompromising opponent to 
the extension of the institutions of slavery into | 
territories where it did not exist. In addition to | 
this, the Senator had at this very session presented 1 
to the Senate the resolutions of the Legislature of 
the State of Michigan, in which it is declared, 
“That in the acquisition of any new territory, 
‘ whether by purchase, con 

ae | 


uest, or otherwise, we 
‘deem it the of the 


neral Government to 


_f extend over the same the ordinance of 1787, with 


‘all its rights and privileges, conditions, and im- 
‘munities.’ 


At the time when the Senator presented that 


acquire territory by treaty. The Senator from || 


Michigan is in favor of the acquisition. 

Now was the fit occasion, if the Senator desired 
to embrace it, to give to the territory so to be ac- | 
quired, the benefits of the ordinance of 1787, accord- 
ing to the resolutions of the Legislature of Michi- | 
gan. To sustain himself in the course he has | 


| thought poe to adopt, the Senator reads to us an | 


extract from the Courier and Enquirer of New || 
York, and tells us that it should be good authority || 
for this side of the Chamber. That paper belongs 
to that side of the Chamber and not to this. The | 
Senator is mistaken upon the subject of the Mexi- 
can war and its auxiliary, rr The Senator 
represents one of the States formed out of the great 
Northwestern Territory. Before the foundation of | 


our Constitution, while that territory was yet a |, 
wilderness, our fathers impressed upon it the great || 


organic law of liberty. They devoted it to free | 
labor; no slave has ever trod upon its soil—no 


der the influence of this law, by the enterprise and | 
energy of free labor, that territory had advanced | 
in population, in prosperity, and in all that consti- | 
tutes national glory and individual POEENeas sur- || 
passing every other nation in the world. | 
The Senator from Michigan knew all this. He || 
had, in faet, been a participator in the great work || 
itself. Gi was connected in many honorable ways, || 
in war and in peace, with the history of the North- || 
west, and he is now one of its brightest ornaments. || 
Commanding a position so high and so influential, || 
it was hoped, nay, expected, by all the free North, || 
that he would on this occasion have given all the || 
talent and all the influence within his control to || 
extend and secure to other territories that great | 
ordinance of free labor,—the practical advantages 1 
of which, both social and political, he was go fully || 
aware, and no doubt highly appreciated.) The | 
reason assigned by the Senator for not doing so at | 
this time is, that the proviso contains nothing but || 
an abstract principle; that it can have no practical | 
effect now. What, I ask him, was the ordinance | 
of 1787, at the time it was adopted, but mere ab- | 
stract principle? The territory to which it applied | 
was an uninhabited wilderness. No States, not 
even an organized Territory, were there. Yet the 
principle did have a practical effect; it had been | 
working ever since, and the mighty results of its 
workings are now seen in the prosperity we ey 
of four of the largest and freest States in the Union. | 
It was strange that the Senator could see nothing 
in this proviso but an abstraction. z 
The Senator said that the eye of Europe was 
upon us, and that we were looked upon as the 
standard-bearer of liberty among the nations of 


with it. 
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If our standard in Mexico is to be 
acknowledged as such by the nations of Christen- 
dom, we must announce to the world, at once, that 
our conquests are not intended for the extension of 
slavery. 

To make this announcement was the object of the 
proviso now offered. And Mr. M. would now call 
upon the Senator to reduce his figures of speech to 
practice; to stand by the standard of liberty which 
waves over his own State and over his own house; 
to join with the free States of the North in plant- 
ing that standard deep in the soil of the territory 
which he now proposes to acquire by conquest, 


| Now or never, was the time for action. We wait 


the answer of the Senator from Michigan. 


Mr. BERRIEN rose and called for the yeas and 


| nays on the amendment. 


| had omitted altogether to give to the country those | They were ordered. 


| Mr. CAMERON said he was called upon for 
the first time to give a vote not the result of his 
_own reflection. He was saved the labor of think- 
| ing upon it by the instructions of the power which 
sent him here. He regretted this position, for in 
all the transactions of his life he preferred the 
pleasure, accompanied by the danger, of responsi- 
bility. His opinion upon the right of instruction 
did not go so far as some of his political friends 
carried the principle. He was free to say that he 
' would not obey instructions not in accordance with 
the opinions and wishes of the people who elected 
the legislature giving them; or if they should in- 
struct him to do an act which subsequent infor- 
_mation should convince him they had adopted 
upon wrong information, he would not hesitate to 
take the responsibility of disobeying them, and 
would rely with confidence on the purity of his 
intentions and the result of his vote as his justifi- 
cation with the people, who were the common 
masters of all the representatives. Bat upon a 
question on which public opinion was clear, he 
should never hesitate, and would cheerfully gl A 
for, in his opinion, no principle was*more clear 
than that the agent was bound to carry out in good 
faith the wishes of his principal. So clear was he 
on this subject, that he should never hesitate to 
give up his own opinion, and adopt that which he 
knew to be the decided opinion of his State. In 
the case before us there is no room fordoubt. The 


_people of Pennsylvania are united in the wish, 


that no more slave territory should be acquired b 
this Confederacy; and they fear that if this bill 
become a law, it will bring an accession of slavery 
Their resolution is so clear, that there 
can be no doubt of the three million bill having 
been before the author of the instructions, when 
_ they were penned. They are in these words: 
| _ * Resolved, That our Senators and Representatives in Con- 
gress be requested to vote against any measure whatever, 
by which territory will acerue to the Union, unless, as a 
part of the fundamental law upon which any compact or 
treaty for this purpose is based, slavery or involuntary ser- 
| vitude, except for crime, shall be forever prohibited.” 

So united were the Legislature, that out of one 
hundred and thirty-three members in the two 
Houses, only three votes were recorded against the 
resolution. Its mover in the Legislature represents 
the same county which is the residence of Mr. 
Wi»or, the originator of the proviso in the other 
end of the Capitol. They are personal friends, 
and in this case they have gone with the current of 
public opinion upon the abstract question of ex- 
tending slavery. Whether it is wise to ingraft so 
exciting a ae upon a bill claimed by the Ex- 
ecutive as all-important to a ee and honorable 
termination of the war, time will determine. The 
people of my State will never interfere with the 
constitutional rights of their southern brethren. 
They would be among the first to pour out their 
blood and treasure to sustain the Union, or to 
mien from wrong the people of the southern 

tates. No man there desires to interfere with 
the local and pocket institutions of the South, but 
very many of them believe, that if left to them- 
selves, the entire southern le will in due time, 
and in their own way, abolish the entire institution 
of slavery; they think, too, that this great commu- 
nity of States may, like members of a vartnership, 
ore the purchase of new territory with the com- 
mon funds of the firm, decide among themselves 
what use shall be made of the purchase. After 
the land shall have been t, it will, in their 
opinion, be too late to limit its uses. He added 
that he could not waste the time of the Senate, at 
this late hour, near midnight, in dilating upon this 
subject. ° ; 


i 
} 








Mr. DICKLNSON said: Mr. President, I have 
been restrained from taking part in this widely ex- 
tended debate, pracipelly by reasons of a personal |) 
and domestic character; but the'amendment offered || 
by the Senator from Vermont, [Mr. Urnam,] and |, 
upon which 1 am called to vote, induces me to | 
offer briefly the reasons for the course I intend | 
to pursue concerning it. I shall not extend my 
remarks further than I deem necessary to present 
this single question fully and fairly. ‘That we are 
engaged in a state of war-—a watilee of things, 
under the most favorable circumstances, highl 
embarrassing and calamitous, is conceded by all. 
How it originated, is matter of history, well and | 
truly presented by the President in his annual mes- 
sage to Congress. How it can be most success- | 
fully and vigorously prosecuted, so long as its con- 
tinuance is necessary—how its evils can be best 
averted, and what measures are best calculated to 
insure an early and honorable termination, are 
questions which recommend themselves to the pro- 
foundest consideration of the philanthropist and 
statesman. ‘The prosecution of this war has been | 
approved by the popes judgment; and while 
peace is earnestly desired, and would be hailed as 
a public blessing, if justly and honorably obtained, | 
there is no disposition among the masses to yield 
to the dictates of a spurious benevolence, or the | 
terrors of unmanly fear. ‘The official history of | 
this war, from the day it was recognised by Con- 
gress, and the legislation concerning it, are both 
interesting and profitable. Whoever will consult 
the congressional records will learn that on the 11th 
day of May last the President, in a special message 
sent to both Houses of Congress touching the 
state of our relations with Mexico, declared that 
‘‘as war exists, and, notwithstanding all our ef- |! 
‘ forts to avoid it, exists by the act of Mexico her- 
‘ self, we are called upon, by every consideration of 
‘ duty and patriotism, to vindicate with decision the 
‘honor, the rights, and the interests of our coun- 
‘try.’ On the following day a law was enacted by 
Congress, entitled ‘*An act to provide for the pros- 
ecution of the existing war Sonne the United 
States and the Republic of Mexico,” which act 
contains a preamble, reciting that ‘by the act of 
Mexico astate of war exists between that Govern- 
ment and the United States.’’ This act appropri- 
ated ten millions of dollars for the prosecution of | 
the war. It placed at the disposal of the Execu- 
tive the naval and military forces of the country, 
and authorized the employment of fifty thousand 
volunteers. It became a law by the strong vote of 
174 to 14 in the House of Representatives, and of 
40 to 2 in the Senate. 

This was the response of Congress to the patriotic 
impulses of the country before chances had been 
calculated, or the warm gush of American feeling | 
had been chilled by the influences of mere partisan 
strife. I need not here speak of the alacrity with 
which our sons rushed to the standard of their | 
country, nor of the imperishable laurels they have 
won; nor will I pause to commend the valor of 
those brave spirits who led on our victorious host, | 
or to pay the sacred tribute of a tear to the memory 
of those who fell in their country’s cause: all is 
written in the hearts ofa generous and grateful peo- 
ple, who will alike honor and reward the living, |! 
and cherish through all ume the venerated memory 
of the dead, In every confict, our arms have been | 
most signally triumphant against vastly superior | 
force; under circumstances, too, which have not 
only inspired the most lively enthusiasm at home, | 
but have wrung unwilling admiration from the | 
great rival Powers of the world. Nine months have | 
scarcely elapsed, and we have conquered more than 
one-half of the territory of her republic, including | 
some of her strongest fortresses, and subjected to 
the rule of our arms upwards of a million of her | 
peppic- , ; : 

If there is any one thing more strongly indicated 
by public opinion than another touching the ques- 
tion of this war, it is, that during its existence, it | 
should be prosecuted with decided vigor; and that 
not only should our physical power present an un- 
broken front, but that the moral energies of this | 
mighty people be thrown, as if by one voice, into 
the scale. However much the existence of war is 
to be deplored while the calamity is upon us, it is 
demanded alike by benevolence and patriotism that | 
it be pressed forward to an early termination, | 
Whoever ee that our country is either un- || 


' 
| 
| 
} 


able or unwilling to prosecute this war, is the victim |, 
of a delusion, from w8ich he will, sooner or later, |) 


|| scourge. 


| wait for the payment of the whole until the 


find himself relieved by evidence clear and un- 


equivocal. The spirit of our people is peace; but 


they will take good care that it is not purchased by 
dishonor, nor invoked by a disgraceful retreat. 
Our country is neither weak, timid, nor penurious; 
and although she maintains no overgrown forces 


| of men and materiel in commission to eat out her 
substance in a time of peace, she has abundant 


elements to hold successful conflict with the great- 
est Powers of the world ; and in the present contest, 
without arousing her energies too, she can plant 
her standard on the halls of the Montezumas with 
one hand, and with the other, from the lap of her 
abundance, feed and rescue from starvation the +: 
ing and abject children of the proudest and haugh- 
tiest Government of earth. If our offers of peace 
continue to be spurned by this fractious and super- 
cilious people, there is but one course left, and that 
is, to press forward, and make them feel that war 
is to them .what it is to all civilized nations—a 
Could this imbecile, demented nation, 
which to call a republic is a misnomer, see that we 
were united—that we had drawn the sword and 
thrown away the scabbard, and that she had no 
further hope from our domestic divisions—she 
would in some lucid interval consent to honorable 
negotiation; and whatever Congress may do or say, 
she may as well understand first as last that this 
great question will be controlled by the upheavings 
of the popular will, and that her petty and vagrant 
power will be humbled, and her insolence rebuked 
and silenced. And whoever among us shall, under 
any pretence or for any purpose whatever, however 


| artfully contrived or specious its covering, array 


himself against the popular judgment, he should 


| prepare to take his seat upon that stool of repent- 


ance hitherto reserved exclusively for those who re- 
sisted their country in the war of 1812. The object 
of our Government from the beginning has been 
pacific, and her conduct conciliatory. She has 
desired peace and justice, and not havoc and con- 
quest. On the 27th of July last, while the echoing 
sound of our victorious arms was yet ringing In 
our ears, the President again extended to this cap- 
tious and vaunting Government the thrice-rejected 
olive branch. He proposed the renewal of negotia- 
tions, by sending a Minister to Mexico, but added: 

“If the Mexican Government should prefer to send a 
Minister to Washington to conduct the negotiation here, he 
shall be received with kindness and respect; and every effort 


shall be made to accomplish the object of his mission with 
the least possible delay. 


“In the present communication, itis deemed useless, and 
might prove injurious, to discuss the causes of the existing 
war. This might tend to delay or defeat the restoration of 
peace. The past is already consigned to history ; the future, 
under Providence, is within our own power. 

“The oecasion may, however, be embraced to state, that 
the President has ever cherished the kindest feelings for 
Mexico, and that one of the first wishes of his beart is, that 
she may be a powerful and prosperous republic, in perpetual 
amity with the United States.”’ 

This communication, couched in terms of respect 
and kindness, and breathing a spirit of peace, was 
treated with neglect, if not contempt, and lent a 
virus to their blind and barbarian fury, they be- 

. . . . . ' . 
lieving, or affecting to believe, it was dictated in a 
spirit of timidity. On the 4th of August last—the 


10th being the day fixed for the adjournment of 


Congress—the President, by a confidential mes- 
sage, advised the Senate that he proposed the re- 
newal of negotiations, and recommended that a 
sum of money be placed under his control for the 
reasons and purposes stated in the message, as fol- 
lows: 

The chief difficulty to be anticipated in the negutiation 
is the adjustment of the boundary between the parties, bya 
line which shall at once be satisfactory and convenient to 
both, and such as neither will hereafter be inclined to dis- 
turb. This is the best mode of securing perpetual ce 
and good neighborhood between the two republics. Should 
the Mexican Government, in order to accomplish these ob- 
jects, be willing to cede any portion of their territory to the 
United States, we ought to pay them a fair equivalent—a 
just and honorable peace, and not conquest, being our pur- 
pose in the prosecution of the war. 

“Under these circumstances, and considering the ex- 
hausted and distracted condition of the Mexican republic 
it might become necessary, in order to restore peace, that i 
should have it in my power to advance a portion of the con- 
sideration money for any cession of territory which may be 
made. The Mexican Government might not be willing to 
treaty could be 
ratified by the Senate, and an priation to carry it into 
effect be made by Congress; and the necessity for such a 
delay might defeat the object er. I would, there- 
fore, suggest whether it might not be wise for Congress to 
appropriate a sum such as they might consider adequate for 
this purpose, to be paid, if necessary, immediately upon the 
ratification of the treaty by Mexico. This dicbistecendat 
would, of course, be accounted for at the 


‘ l » hot as 
secret-service money, but like other expenditures. 
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This message was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, who reported, with others the 
following resolution, which, after various unsuc. 
cessful efforts to amend it, was passed by a vote 
of about two to one: i‘ 

“Resolved further, That the Senate deem it advis 
Congress should appropriate a sum of money to enable the 
Pre dent to conclude @ treaty of peace, limits, and bound. 
aries, with the republic of Mexico, and to be used by him 
in the event that such treaty should call for the expenditure 
of the money so appropriated, or any part thereof.”’ 

Upon the passage of this resolution, the chair. 
man of the Committee on Finance proposed a rego. 
lution appropriating two millions of dollars, in pur: 
suance of the Executive recommendation. From 
these proceedings the injunction of secrecy wag 
subsequently removed, and they became public 
| On the 8th of August last, the President submitted 
| the same recommendation to both Houses of Cop. 
| gress in a public message, and the House of Rep- 
_resentatives passed and sent to the Senate a bill 
| appropriating two millions of dollars for the pur- 
| poses specified in the message. But to the bill} 
| was appended a proviso relating to the subject of 
| slavery. This bill came to the Senate on im last 
| day of the session, a few hours before that fixed 


able that 


for final adjournment, and was lost by the arrival 
of the hour, while this proviso was under discus- 
| sion. But for this, the bill would have passed and 
| become a law—the Senate having previously deci- 
| ded in favor of the appropriation. This appropri- 
| ation was urged by the President upon the high 
| responsibilities of his office, and we then had, and 
now have, strong reasons for believing that, if this 
| money had been placed under his control at the 
| last session, as recommended, an honorable peace 
| would have speedily followed; that a boundary sat- 
| isfactory to both parties would have been adjusted; 
and that ample indemnity would hagm been secured 
' to the United States. But it was@feated, as we 
have already seen—in the Senate, too, where thd 
principle of the appropriation had just been sanc- 
tioned—not upon the merits, but in a contest over 
an amendment providing for the domestic regula- 
tion of territory, which we might or might not ob- 
tain by the proposed negotiation. 8 of six 
months have elapsed since the close of the last ses- 
sion; and assuming, as I do, that its pee would 
have answered the purposes intended, its defeat 
has cost the country millions of dollars yet un- 
told, and a vast destruction of human life. And 
such are the fruits produced ee the introduction of 
this speculative crudity at the last session. At the 
commencement of the present session, the Presi- 
dent, in his annual message, repeats the recom- 
mendation for this appropriation, which he assures 
us he deems “important for securing a speedy 
peace,’’ in the following emphatic terms: 

“The reasons which induced me to recommend the 
| measure at that time still exist; and [ again submit the sub- 
| ject for your consideration, and suggest the importance of 
early action upon it. Should the appropriation be made 
and be not needed, it will remain in the treasury: should it 
be deemed proper to apply it, in whole or in part, it will be 
accounted for as other public expenditures.”’ 

The message was sent to Congress on the 8th of 
| December last, and its “early action’’ is evanced 
by the consideration, on the last day of the session 

but two, and past midnight, whether we will in- 
sert another proviso for the government of Mext- 
_ can territory, if, perchance, it shall be gained to 
| the United States. Upon the propriety of this 
| appropriation, I have neither hesitation nor doubt. 
The exigency requiring our action is extraordinary 
—the responsibility of the Executive to his coun- 
try is mighty—the occasion should be met ina 
corresponding spirit of patriotism by Congress, 
and all reasonable facilities should be afforded for 
the exercise of a wise and liberal discretion, in 
guiding the destinies-of his country in an hour of 
peril, and in endeavoring to arrest the further loss 
of treasure and effusion of blood. The Constitu- 
tion has devolved upon him the duties and the 
power of negotiation, and he may well have, and 
doubtless has, reasons for his recommendation, 
unknown to us, and which it would be unwise 
and unjust to the public interests to communicate. 
In short, we are thus advised by the Committce 
on Foreign Relations, the constitutional organ of 
the Executive upon this floor. While publicit 
ives health an h to our institutions, dil- 
ae and preserves the spirit of popular freedom, 
and serves to uphold and beautify the fabric of 
social order 2 our domestic policy; he ous 
course with foreign governments, whose 1} - 
tions are hostile, it Never an element of weakness. 
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————— rr ee a Re eae te : = lateness inti ion ee iet nen or 
n Central and executive governments confine their for- || would wait upon the result; how it would array | conflicting fragments. And while our best facul- 
e eign policy within the circle of the cabinet, and strike | man against man, State against State, section | ties are directed against each other and wasted in 
- pefore the warning 1s given; while ours is publicly || against section, the South against the North, and |, domestic conflict, Mexico, our treacherous and 
e debated in Congress, and spread broadcast through || the North against the South; and what must be | wily antagonist, whose hope is vibrating between 

the world. This being an execttive recommenda- || not only its direct and positive mischiefs, but how | our intestine divisions, ant her ability to lay her 
" tion, designed to aid in bringing this war to a | its disorganizing and pernicious influences must || sacrilegious hand upon her consecrated images, is 
e happy termination, if granted, should be in the |, be extended to other measures_necessary to sus- || waiting for us to withdraw our troops, or fall back 
: form and for the purposes recommended, unless | tain the arm of Government. This bill not only | upon a defensive line, or declare the war unjust 
: some strong and controlling reasons can be urged || suffered defeat at the last session, but has been || and unconstitutional, or to see our Government go 





against it. If we doubt the propriety of making 
the appropriation, let us so eclare, and meet the | 
yeston frankly and directly, by withholding it. | 
ut let it not be so fettered and restricted by amend- 
ments as to destroy the objects it was intended to | 
answer, or be strangled with provisoes, which can | 
as well, and with more propriety, be passed sepa- | 
rately. Upon this question there are, in fact, but | 
two sides: one is support, and the other in effect, 
however good in design, is opposition. 
But, sir, while we are legislating for the termi- | 
nation of a bloody and expensive war, by placing 
a sum of money at the Executive discretion, for 
the purpose of negotiating a peace, we are again 
required in advance to pass upon the domestic 
regulation of any territory which may, perchance, 
be purchased by the money we are about to ap- 
propriate ; and to that end we are presented accord- 
ingly with a ** proviso,”’ in the following words: 
Provided, further, That there shall be neither slavery nor | 
involuntary servitude in any territory on the continent of 
America which shall hereafter be acquired by or annexed 
to the United States by virtue of this appropriation, or in || 
any other manner whatever, except for crimes whereof the || 
party shall have been duly convicted: Provided, always, | 
That every person escaping into such territory from whom 
jabor or service is lawfully claimed in any one of the United 
States, such fugitive may be lawfully claimed and conveyed 


out of said territory to the person claiming his or her labor | 
or service.”? 


And, as though it were not enough te legislate | 
for the government of such territory as may be | 

rocured under and by virtue of this appropriation, 
if any shall be—which rests, of course, in uncer- | 
tainty—this amendment, forsooth, provides for the 
domestic regulation of ‘‘any territory on the conti- | 
nent of America which shall hereafter be acquired 
by or annexed to the United States in any other | 


manner whatever.’’ And thus this wholesome and | 
pacific measure must again be subjected to delay \ 
and the hazards of defeat—the war must be pros- | 
ecuted afresh with its engines of destruction, or || 
abandoned by a craven and disgraceful retreat, one } 
campaign after another be lost, while the wily and | 
treacherous foe and his natural ally, the vomito, | 
are preying upon the brave hearts of our patriotic || 
soldiery—that we may legislate not merely for the || 
domestic government of Mexican territory, in the | 
expectation thut we may hereafter obtain it, but |) 
that we may erect barriers to prevent the sugar || 
manufacturer and cotton planter of the South from || 
extending his plantation and his slavery towards || 
the polar regions. If, then, the popular judgment | 
shall commend that pioneer benevolence which 
seeks to provide for the government of territory 


” 


possibility,’’? may be acquired by this proposed 
negotiation, if the appropriation shall be made, and 
a negotiation opened, and the President shall pro- 
pose to accept for indemnity, and the Mexican | 


| mingled t 


| Separately. 


cution of this war. 


subjected to the delays, hazards, and buffetings of | 


this, by reason of this misplaced proviso. Upon 
it the very antipodes of agitation have met, and 

2 discordant influences. This proviso, 
pretending to circumscribe the limits of slavery, is 
made the occasion for the presentation of declara- 
tory resolves in its favor, and the bill becomes, as 
if by mutual appointment, the common battle- 


| ground of abstract antagonists; each theoretic 


azitation is indebted to the other for existence, and 
each subsists alone upon the aliment provided 
ready to its hand by its hostile purveyor. The 


| votaries of opposing systems seem to have drawn 


hither to kindle their respective altar fires, and to 


vie with each other in efforts to determine who shall | 


highest. 
different angles, and for alleged opposing reasons 
—both declare their support of the bill depends 
upon the contingency of the amendment; and the 
efforts of both unite in a common result, and that 
is procrastination and the hazard of defeat. The 
common enemy is overlooked and almost forgotten, 
that we nay glare upon each other over a sidebar 
issue, and revive the slumbering elements of con- 


| troversy, in proposing to prescribe domestic regu- 
lation for the government of territory which we | 
|| have some expectation we may at some time, in 


some manner, upon some part of the continent, 
from some government or people, and upon some 
erms, procure. 

This exciting and troublesome question has no 


| necessary connexion with this bill, and if, indeed, 


it can ever have any practical operation whatever, 
it would certainly be equally operative if passed 
It cannot, nor ought it to be conceal- 
ed, that there exists in some quarters a strong de- 
sire to embarrass the Administration in the prose- 
Some, to that end, have taken 
open and decided ground, denouncing it as wicked, 


| cause the smoke of their incense to ascend the | 
Both are assailing the same edifice from | 


unjust, and unconstitutional—the offspring of ra- | 
pine and rapacity—and sympathizing with what | 


| into bankruptey, or the Union dissolved, agreeably 


to the propositions which have been offered, and 
the speeches which have been made. And what 
is more humiliating, that the enemies of popular 
freedom throughout the world are scowling. with 
malignant gratification to see this great nation un- 


' able to prosecute a war against a crippled and com- 


paratively feeble enemy, without placing in the 
foreground of its measures this pregnant element 


| of domestic controversy, which the world sees and 


knows is the canker which gnaws at the root of our 
domestic peace; and when it is seen that if from 
this cause especially we have practically proved 
our inability to unite in the prosecution of a war, 
or to provide measures to establish peace, we shall 
be regarded asa fit object for insult and contumely, 


and be laughed to scorn by the despicable Govern- 


ment with which we are at strife, and which we 


| have hesitated to strike, because of her imbecility 


tional arrangement. 


and weakness. 
Jf we obtain any portion of the Mexican terri- 
tory, it must be done by conquest or by conven- 
Although we have already 
conquered more than half of the area of that repub- 
lic, and now hold it by military possession, we 
hold it thus as well for our own defence and in- 
demnity as to compel her to negotiate for peace, 
and have no jurisdiction over it except that of mili- 
tary rule. Should California or any other portion 
be ceded to us ina treaty of peace, it would still 


| require the legislation of Congress to provide for 


its territorial government; and upon that occasion, 


| should the contingency happen, we can legislate 


for fruition, and not for hope. 
I have not partaken of the excitement which 
has prevailed here, and shall not, sir, 1 have no 


_gloomy foreboding over the dissolution of the 


| would, and would not if they could. 


Union. Politicians could not dissolve it if they 


It will live 


on, sir, long after we are all laid in the dust, and 


| they are pleased to term a sister republic. Others | 


have proposed and insisted upon amendments and | 


provisoes to measures obviously just, which, all 
must have seen, could produce nothing but em- 
barrassment and confusion, if not defeat. 
in the other House, it was proposed to append this 


And, | 


very amendment to a bill designed to raise money | 


to feed and clothe our brave army in Mexico. 
Why, I ask—and why, will the country repeat— 


this pertinacity to ingraft this ‘* proviso” upon | 
. ZOvel | some measure relating to this war? 
which, though it yet ‘* sleeps in the wide abyss of \ 


It is made 
general in its application; is to operate through all 
| time, and throughout the continent, and is not con- 

fined to territory to be acquired by this negotiation. 


And not one among its numerous and zealous | 


| friends has proposed it, except as arider to some 


Government to cede a portion of territory, and the || measure connected with the war. And, were | 


terms shall be stipulated, and a treaty be made be- 
tween the two Governments, and ratified by both, 


not assured that the Senator from Vermont, [Mr. 
Urwam,] who now insists upon connecting this 


and the territory be organized by the legislation of || disturbing question with this bill, does so from 


Congress; what adequate encomiums shall she lav- || what he regards a duty, I should be ready to ex- || 


ish upon that more comprehensive philanthro 
and profound statesmanehip, which; ina. bill de. 
signed to terminate a bloody and protracted war, 
raging in the heart of an enemy’s country, casts 
into the discussion this apple of domestic discord, 


| claim ‘* an enemy hath done this!” 


But suppose we do not, after all, as we well may 
not, obtain by negotiation any portion of Mexican 
| territory, what a sublime spectacle of legislation 


pillar after pillar shall strengthen and adorn ‘the 
edifice, while others, the venerable and gray-head- 
ed, who are yet unborn, shall occupy these seats, 
and these walls echo to their voices. I would not 
have added one single word upon the subject of 
slavery; but it is due to the occasion that my views 


/upon it should be fully understood. So far as I 


am advised or believe, the 


reat mass of the peo- 
ple of the North entertain 


ut one opinion upon 


| the subject, and that is the same which is enter- 


| would that it had no existence. 


tained by many at the South. They regard the 


litical evil, and 
hey are not un- 
aware of the difficulties which beset it, and do not 


institution as a great moral and 


| intend to provoke sectional jealousy and hatred b 


ill-timed and misplaced discussions. They will 
not listen to the ery of the fanatic, or favor the de- 


| signs of the political schemer from the North or the 


| 


| 
i] 
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South; nor will they ever disturb or trench upon 
the compromises of the Constitution. They be- 
lieve the institution to be local and domestic—to 
be established or abolished by the States them- 
selves, and alone subject to their control. But be- 
ing thus the institution of a local sovereignty, and 


| a franchise peculiar to itself, they deny that such 


sovereignty or its people can justly claim the right 
to regard it as transitory, to erect it in the ter- 


will a clause like this present to the world! It will '| ritories of the United States, without the authority 


under the pretence of extending the benevolent || stand upon the pages of the statute book as an act || of Congress; and they believe that Congress may 


c ¢ of the American Congress, designed to regulate the || prohibit its introduction into the territories while 
any time, or in any manner, or upon any part of || government of Mexican territory, but whose oper- 


egis of freedom over any territory which may at 


the continent, be acquired by the United States ! 
It is no justification for the introduction of this 
element of strife and controversy at this time, and 


upon this occasion, that it is abstractly just and || of weakness and depraved 


proper, and that the southern States should take 


ation was suspended by the interposition of the 
Mexican veto! A chapter in our history, to be 
employed by our enemies as evidence of rapacity, 
morals; a target for the 


jeers and scoffs of the kingly Governments of the 


1 


1 





| population, as they become 
| a more perfect Union, establish’ justice, ensure do- 


they remain such. And further, that its prohibi- 
tion in the territories will, by giving them a free 
tes, tend “to form 


mestic tranquillity, provide for the common de- 
fence, promote the welfare, and secure the 


ho exception to its provisions. All knew the || earth, for the derision of Mexico herself, and the | pee of liberty to ourselves and our poster- 
smouldering materials which the introduction of || general contempt of mankind! A lapsed legacy to | ity.’’ They have never resisted the admission of 
this topic would ignite—the sectional strife and || the memory of misplaced benevolence and abortive || a slave State because it was so inhabited; and, 


local bitterness which would follow in its train; all 


legislation. We rightfully boast ourselves a great 
and powerful people; but we are only so when we 
move with energies united. Our great element of 
strength is a corresponding element of weakness, 
when our powers are neutralized by the resistance 
of opposing sections, or wasted by the chafing of 


holding the numerical power in both Houses of 
Congress, the slave States have increased nearly 
three-fold. But believing that it is for the “ gen-~ 
eral welfare,”’ for the t of all the States, 
and not for any et of them, that free territory 
should remain so, that it is the legitimate sub- 


had seen and read its fatal history at the last ses- 
sion, and knew too well what controversies, delays 
and vexations, must hang over it—what crimina- 
tion and recrimination would wes upon its toil- 
some and precarious progress, what hazard 
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ject cf legislation, they desire, without intending 
‘to disturb existing rights, at all proper times, to 
discuss, in that spirit becoming brethren of a 
common household, the influences its extension is 
calculated to exert upon the human race and the 
destinies of the country. And they doubt not that 
if, opon the whole, it shall appear that the heaven- 
bern principles for which this Union was formed 
will be best promoted by such prohibition, that those 
who believe their pecuniary interests or political re- 
lations will be thereby prejudiced will yield, ina 


becoming spirit, interests so comparatively trivial, | 


to ** promote the general welfare.’’ Slavery, sir, 


is silently and slowly rolling its dark wave to- 


wards a tropical sun, and God grant that, in His || 
own good time, its subjects may there find happy 


institutions as well as a congenial clime. 


But this question is too momentous and exciting | 


to mingle with our foreign policy at any time, and 


much more at this time, when our army is in the | 


heart of an enemy’s country, and that enemy 
murderous, lawless, and irresponsible—when our 
poley is lamentably divided, and when we have 
abundant elements of discord, without pressing 
this one into our service. Believing that this, and 
every question of a kindred character, is caleu- 
lated to embarrass the Administration in the prose- 
cution of the war and in obtaining peace—to defeat 
or render valueless the measures recommended— 
to array one section in feeling against another, in- 
stead of all against a common enemy—lI shall, by 
my vote and voice, favor and support the recom- 
mendation of the President, holding him responsi- 
ble for a wise exercise of his discretion, and oppose 
and vote ogainst any and every amendment calcu- 
lated to embarrass its passage, or to render its 
operation nugatory. And this bill, as it came from 
the committee, being free of all extraneous ques- 
tions, | shall not vote to insert them. And, for 


one, i shall look with distrust upon any and all || 


amendments and ‘ provisoes’? which, wherever 


they may emanate, are hailed with so much joy | 


by those who oppose the Administration and the 
prosecution of the war. The State I have the honor 
in part to represent, has considered this subject, 
and spoken concerning it in her sovereign voice by 
certain joint resolutions, which are now upon your 
table. 
pride becoming the first State in the Union upon 
an accasion so prolific of results and replete with 
interest, We are again reminded that ina time of 


fearful peril she raised her own strong arm in aid | 


of the Confederacy, and we may read in her ele- 


vated and emphatic tone an earnest of her future | 


action. 
Her resolutions are as follows: 


* Resolved, (if the Assembly concur,) That as war now | 


exists between the United States and Mexico, it is the im- 
perative duty of every citizen of this country to sustain its 
Government in all proper measures for the prosecution of 
the war, in such @ manner as our national honor and inter- 


ests demand, until it shall be terminated by an honorable 
rence. 


“ Resolved, (if the Assembly concur,) That no peace wigh | 


Mexico cai be regarded as honorable to the United States 
which shall not secure from that republic full indemnity for 


the aggressions which it has committed upon the rights of | 


this country and of its citizens, 


** Resolved, (if the Assembly concur,) That if any territory | 
is hereafter acquired by the United States, or annexed there- | 
to, the act by which such territory is acquired or annexed, | 


whatever such act may be, should contain an unalterable 
fundamental article or provision whereby slavery or invol- 


untary servitude, exceptas a punishment for crime, shall be | 


forever excluded from the territory acquired or annexed. 

“* Resolver, (if the Assembly coneur,) That the Senators in 
Congress from this State be instructed, and that the Repre- 
sentatives in Congress from this State be requested to use 
their best efforts to carry into effect the views expressed in 


the foregoing resolutions.” 

By these resolutions we are instructed to carry 
out the views expressed therein, and not merel 
the sentiments expressed in any one, but in all. 
The resolution touching the acquisition of territory 
has been understood by some to instruct us to vote 
in this bill for this amendment somewhat famil- 


iarly known as the ** Wilmot proviso.”” [have read | 
and considered it in connexion with those which || 
precede it with much care, and neither so read or | 
so understood it. In this I regret to add that lam | 


compelled to differ with my honorable colleague, 
{Mr. Dix,] but I do so with that kindness and re- 


spect which becomes our respective positions, and | 


which has long characterized our personal and offi- 


cial intercourse, The construction which I have | 
given to those resolutions leaves each and every of | 


them operative and consistent one with another. 
It is this: first support the Government in its rea- 
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She has spoken in a language of patriotic | 
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| and in that treaty of peace procure indemnity for 
aggression. If territory is acquired or annexed 
by the negotiation, or in any other mode in the act 
by which it is acquired and subjected to our ju- 
_risdiction, insert a provision prohibiting slavery 
| therein. 
I will not do that learned and intelligent body 
| which framed and passed those resolutions, the in- 


for the purpose of negotiating a peace, even though 
| territory might subsequently be acquired by the ne- 
|, gotiation, an * act by which territory is acquired ”— 
that they either expected or desired that an ‘‘unal- 
terable fundamental article or provision’? would 
| be appended to an appropriation bill, or that they 
_ intended to mingle our domestic and our foreign 

policy by ingrafting upon a bill to raise money for 


of territory yet belonging to a foreign and hostile 


Power. The territory supposed to be that con- | 


templated, is California, which is now free; and 
if it is obtained by us, it will be free until it is in 
corporated by us, and cannot become slave terri- 


tory without the legislation of Congress; and in | 
and by such legislation a fundamental article pro- | 


hibiting slavery can properly be inserted. Such 
provision might, to be sure, be stipulated ina treaty 
of cession; but, as it would scarcely become the 
sovereignty of the United States, or of any single 
State, to permit a foreign Power to interfere in our 
| domestic affairs, no one, itis presumed, would de- 
sire to have it thus inserted, and make Mexico a 
party, and enable her to control it in future. This 
resolution, then, instructs us that when any terri- 
tory shall be brought within our jurisdiction by the 
act of Congress—whatever that act may be—to in- 
sert in such an acta fundamental clause prohibiting 


instructed,) but not to insert it in an appropriation 
bill, designed to facilitate negotiations for a peace 
before the negotiation has even commenced. The res- 
olution of instruction looks to any other acquisition, 
as well as that contemplated by this negotiation. 
The “Wimor proviso” gained a ‘local habitation 
and a name” at the late session, and was before 
the other House when the resolutions were adopt- 
ed; and if it had been intended to instruct us to 
insert that, either in an army bill, or a bill to aid 
negotiation, language would doubtless have been 
employed both plain and unequivocal. We are 
instructed to exact indemnity, too; but no one can 
suppose the legislature intended we should insist 
that a “proviso” for such exaction should be in- 
serted in a bill designed to facilitate pegotiation. 
But, sir, if I could have doubted what was the 
fair construction of these resolutions, I should have 
remembered that they emanated from that great 
State which, in all that concerns the interests and 


honor of its country, is animated by the spirit of | 


the lamented Tompkins; from the representa- 
tives of a people who will present no impediments 
to a vigorous and thorough prosecution of the war, 
who will justify their Senators in the exercise of a 
just discretion, in sustaining the Governinent ‘in 
all proper measures,’’ and who will demand that 
the black and bitter waters of domestic agitation 
be not, under Any pretence, unnecessarily mingled 
|| with matters which deeply concern our external 
| condition, and may produce results which will, in 
an evil moment, dim the lustre which has been 
| hed upon our name. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, rose and said: 
| Before the sense of the Senate is taken upon this 
measure, | rise to state, very succinctly, the rea- 
/sons for my vote. Lam opposed to any clause 
prohibiting slavery in territory which may be ac- 
quired by the United States; but my opposition is 
exclusively founded upon constitutional grounds. 
It is too late to argue it. I can only state my 
opinion. I think it apparent, from the general 
spirit of the Constitution, that the States were in- 
tended to be, at all times, equal, and in all things 
| equal; that the equality was not designed to be 
broken in upon in regard to territory which might 
thereafter become the property of the United States 
by their common efforts and common means. I 
hold it to be clear that if a clause like this is in- 
serted, the citizens of the States where slavery 
exists will be practically excluded from settling, in 
-any way, in territory which may become ours 
_under this bill. In my opinion, that effect is as 
| certain and absolute as if they were, in terms, ex- 
‘| cluded. If slavery can be permanently prohibited, 
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justice to believe that they regarded an appropriation | 


negotiation, a clause for the domestic regulation | 


slavery, (and so I am ready to vote, instructed or un- | 








} sonable measures until peace shall be obtained, so that the prohibition will be binding bis the States 


to be formed out of it after they are admitted into 
| the Union, then slavery, by an opposite provision 
could in like manner be permanently provided for 
and established. Such a proposition as the latter 
_ would, I think, receive favor from no quarter; and 
yet, in my judgment, the question of power js 
identical, o prohibit slavery, and to establish 
| slavery, are but the opposite exertion of the same 
power. I can vote for neither. 
_ Having expressed this opinion, it is due to my. 
self, and to convictions long and unalterably fixed 
to state the opinion I entertain upon the institution 
of slavery itself. I have no opinion which I wish 
to conceal upon any question, whether it arises 
weapecny | or not, if it does arise. I believe, ang 
nave ever believed, since I was capable of thought 
that it is a great affliction to any country where it 
prevails; and, so believing, 1 can never vote for 
_any measure calculated to enlarge its area, or to 
render more permanent its duration. In some 
latitudes, and for some agricultural staples, slave 
labor may be, to the master, the most valuable 
_ species of labor, though this I greatly doubt. In 
others, and particularly in my own State, I am 
convinced that it is the very dearest species ‘of 
labor, and in all, as far as national wealth and 
power, and happiness are concerned, I am per- 
suaded it admits of no comparison with the labor 
_ of freemen—and, above all, disguise it as we may, 
if the laws of population shall not be changed by 
Providence, or man’s nature shall not be changed, 
it is an institution, sooner or later, pregnant with 
fearful peril. It is unnecessary, and would be 
improper to enlarge on such a topic. In my own 
State, sir, I am satisfied that, but for the move- 
/ments of political abolitionists, slavery would 
scarcely now have existed. The current of public 
opinion was all setting towards its gradual extine- 
tion. Laws were passed to encourage and facilitate 
manumission, but these movements have changed 
this opinion, and caused laws to be modified, almost 
_ to the prohibition of freedom. The opinion | hold 
upon this institution is not now for the first time 
| formed or expressed by a southern man. The 
| history of ourcountry proves this. At the period of 
| the Declaration of our Independence—at the period 
_ of the adoption of the Constitution—there was but 
one sentiment upon the subject amongst enlight- 
ened southern statesmen. What I have said was, 
on every proper occasion, more forcibly said by 
them, and, as foremost amongst them, by Mr. Jet- 
ferson and Mr. Madison, and, as far as I know, 
their opinion was ever unchanged. I do most 
earnestly hope, therefore, and I believe, that if the 
South is left to itself—if the North does not inter- 
fere with us—before a century shall have passed, 
slavery will cease to exist by gradual and peaceful 
emancipation, and, as its consequence, by increas- 
_ing, instead of diminishing, the wealth and power 
_ of the States where it now prevails. 
After having said this much, it is hardly neces- 
| sary to say that I differ with the honorable Senator 
from South Carolina as to the conservative influ- 
_ ence of slavery upon our free political institutions. 








| I do not hold with him, that they depend in any 
degree upon the existence of slavery. If I did,1 
_ should value them infinitely less than I do. In my 
| judgment, they rest upon the virtueand intelligence 
of the people, and have their firmest support in 
| the blessings which they impart. But, sir, this is 
a question for southern men exclusively. We 
| will admit no interference with our constitutional 
| rights. Whatever northern men may think, the 
South is as eminent for sooner religion, and pa- 
| triotism, as any part of the civilized globe. Nota 
|| battle-field of the Revolution; not a conflict which 
| has since occurred; not a struggle now gong 
| which is not illustrated by southern valor. Such 
men will submit to no dishonor—no degradation 
will they suffer; and my word for it, the inequality 
_of such a clause as this will be so esteemed 
| resisted at every hazard. I repeat, then, as you 
‘ love the Union—as you value our social relations 
| —as you value peace—as you value the cause of 
_ constitutional freedom—as you deprecate civil war 
_ and all the manifold calamities which ever follow 
| in its train—let us be as we are. Keep out this 
| fearful element of eternal strife—krEr ovT TERRI- 
Tory. That done, the present war will scon be 
brought to a close, and peace and prosperity be 
restored to the land. 
Mr. CILLEY rose to speak 


amidst expressions 


il of impatience. He said he should vote for this 
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roviso, not being desirous to acquire any addi- | 


tional slave territory; and when the bill came up, 
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actually obtained, and its future character fixed, 
they beseech us to give up an object so full of 


he should vote against it, if such a provision was | danger. One and all, they protest against the ex- 


not contained in it. 


Cries of ‘Question. 4 eat 

he question on the additional section was then 
taken by yeas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aljen, Atherton, Cameron, Cilley, John 

M. Clayton, Corwin, Davis, Dayton, Dix, Evans, Fairfield, | 
yreene, Huntington, Miller, Niles, Pt 
eon, Upham, Webster, and Woodbridge—21. 
. NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Ashley, Atchison, Badger, Bag- | 


’ 


by, Benton, Berrien, Breese, Bright, Butler, Calhoun, Case, | 
Hannegan, || ble, have all been resorted to, in the hope of show- 
ohnson of Maryland, Johnson of Lou- || 

5 uewis, Manguin, Mason, Morehead, Pearce, Rusk, || . . 
isiana, Lewis, Mangum, ; , a | their resolutions are not what th 


Chalmers, as Crittenden, 


Dickinson, 
Houston, Jarnagin, 


sevier, Soule, Turney, and Wesicott—3l. 


| slave States shall be added to the Unjon. 


tension of slave Rr Ory one and all, they regard 
it as the solemn duty of the representatives of the 
free States to take security in advance that no more 


They 


/ demand of us this pledge, this assurance, before 


1elps, Simmons, Stur- | 


So the amendment was not agreed to. I} 


The amendment of Mr. Jonnson was adopted. 

There being no other amendment, the bill was | 
reported to the Senate. ; 

And the amendment made in committee was | 
concurred in. 

Mr. WEBSTER said: If my health had been 
better, and more time had remained to us, it was | 
my purpose to address the Senate on the bill before | 
it, and also on several topics with which it is con- 
nected. This purpose, under existing circumstan- 
ces, | must necessarily forego. The true origin of | 
the war with Mexico, and the motives and pur- 
poses for which it was originally commenced, how- | 
ever ably discussed already, are subjects not yet | 
exhausted. I have been particularly desirous of | 
examining them. I am greatly deceived, Mr. Pres- | 
ident, if we shall not ere long see facts coming to 
the light, and circumstances found coinciding and 
concurring, which shall fix on the Executive Gov- 
ernment a more definite and distinct purpose, in- 
tended to be effected with the codperation of oth- | 
ers, in bringing on hostilities with Mexico, than 
has as yet been clearly developed or fully under- | 
stood. 

At present, I should hardly have risen but to 
lay before the Senate the resolutions of the House 
of Representatives of Massachusetts, adopted on 
Thursday last. We have a great deal of com- 


mentary and criticism on State resolutions brought || 
hose of Michigan, particularly, have been || 


here. 
very sharply and narrowly looked into, to see | 
whether they really mean what they seem to mean. | 
These resolutions of Massachusetts I hope are 
sufficiently distinct and decided. They admit of 
neither doubt nor cavil, even if doubt or cavil were 
permissible in such a case. 
of Massachusetts thinks, it has said, and said | 
ee and directly. Mr. President, 1 have not, 
efore any tribunal, tried-my ingenuity at what the 
lawyers call a special demurrer for many years; | 
and [ never tried it here in the Senate. In the busi- 
ness of legislation, and especially in considering | 
State resolutions and the proceedings of public as- 
semblies, itis our duty, of course, to understand 
everything according to the common meaning of | 
the words used. Of all occasions, these are the 
last in which one should stick in the bark, or seek 
for loop holes, or means of escape; or, in the lan- 
guage of an eminent judge of former times, “ hitch 
and hang on pins and particles.”” We must take 
the substance fairly and as it is, and not hesitate | 
about forms and phrases. 
address us, whether we comply with their wishes | 
or not, we are at least bound to understand them | 
as they mean to be understood; to seek for no sub- | 
terfuges, and to rely on no farfetched and subtle | 
difficulties or exceptions. All such attempts will | 
be justly regarded only as so many contrivances, 
resorted to to get rid of the responsibility of meet- 
ing the public voice directly and manfully, and | 
looking our constituents boldly in the face. 





What the Legislature | 


When public bodies || 








|| here, cannot fail to arrest pub 


the purchase money is paid. or the bargain con- 
cluded. And yet, Mr. President, ingenuity has 
been taxed to its utmost; criticisms, both deep and 
shallow, and hypercriticisms quite incomprehensi- 


seem to be; 


ing that we do not understand nf scom that 
that they do not require any immediate movement 


|.or present opposition; that they only look to some 


distant future, some emergencies yet to arise; that 
they only refer to a disposition in regard to terri- 
tory, after it shall have been acquired and settled; 
aniie one instance, I think it was safd that it did 
not appear that anything was required of us for 
fifty years to come. * 

Mr. President, | understand all these things very 
differently. Such is not the voice of the free States, 
and of other States, asd receive it. Their trumpet 
gives forth no uncertain sound. Its tones are clear 
and distinct. [I understand that a loud and imper- 
ative call is made upon us to act now; to take se- 
curities now; to make it certain now that no more 
slave States shall ever be added to this Union. 

I will read, sir, the Massachusetts resolutions: 

* Resolved, unanimously, That the Legislature of Massa- 
chusetts views the existence of human slavery within the 
limits of the United States as a great calamity—an immense 
moral and political evil, which ought to be abolished as soon 
as that end can be properly and constitutionally attained ; and 


by all good and patriotic men throughout the Union. 
* Resolved, unanimously, ‘That the people of Massachu- 
setts will strenuously resist the annexation of any new ter- 


ritory to this Union, in which the institution of slavery is to | 
be tolerated or established; and the Legislature, in behalf | 
of the people of this Commonwealth, do hereby solemnly | 


protest against the acquisition of any additional territory, 
without an express provision by Congress that there shall 
be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude ia such terri- 
tory, otherwise than for the punishment of crime.” 

Sir, is there any possibility of misunderstanding 
this? Is there any escape from the meaning of this 
language? And yet they are hardly more explicit 
than the resolutions of other Legislatures—Michi- 
gan, New York, Vermont, and all the rest. 

The House of Representatives of Massachu- 
setts is, I believe, the most numerous legislative 
body in the country. On this occasion it was not 
full; but among those present there was an entire 
unanimity. For the resolutions, there were two 
hundred and thirty-two votes; against them, none, 
Not one man stood up to justify the war upon 
such grounds as those upon which it has been, 
from day to day, defended here. Massachusetts, 
without one dissenting voice—and [ thank her for 
it, and am proud of her for it—has denounced the 
whole object for which our armies are now tra- 
versing the mountains of Mexico, or about to 
plunge into the pestilence of her coasts. The peo- 


ple of Massachusetts are as unanimous as the | 


members of their Legislature, and so are her repre- 
sentatives here. I have heard no man in the State, 
in public or in private life, express a different 
opinion. If anything is certain that the sentiment 
of the whole North is utterly opposed to the acqui- 
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rightly, said he wanted no new territory: all be 


desired was equality, and no exclusion; he wished 
the South to be saved from anything derogatory ; 
and yet he does not vote against the acquisivon of 


territory. Nor do other Senators from southern 
States. They are, therefore, in general, in favor 


of new territory and new States being slave States. 
This is the policy of the southern Democracy. 
Both parties agree, therefore, to carry on the war 
for territory, though it be not decided now wheth- 
er the character of new acquired territory shall be 
that of freedom or of slavery. This point they 
are willing to leave for future agitation and future 
controversy. Gentlemen who are in favor of the 


‘| Wilmot proviso are ready, nevertheless, to vote 


sition of territory to be formed into new slavehold- | 


ing States, and, as such, admitted into the Union. 
ut here, sir, | cannot but pause. Iam arrested 
by occurrences of this night which, I confess, fill 


me with alarm. They are ominous, portentous. | 


Votes which have been just une by majorities 


ic attention. Every 


Sir, we are in the midst of a war, not waged at || patriotic American, every man who wishes to_ 


home in defence of our soit, but waged a thousand | 
miles off, and in the heart of the territories of an- 
other Government. Of that war no one yet secs | 
the end, and no one counts the cost. It is not | 
denied that this war is now prosecuted for the 
acquisition of territory; at least if any deny it, 
others admit it, and all know it to be true. 

Under these circumstances, and plainly seeing 
this purpose to exist, seven or eight of the free 
States, comprising some of the largest, have re- 
monstrated against the prosvcution of the war for 
such a purpose, in language suited to express their 
meaning. These remonstrances come here with 


the distinct and precise object of dissuading us from 
the farther tion of the war for the acquisi- 


tion of territory by conquest. Before territory-is '' South Carolina, [Mr. Botier,] if 1 understood him |! from that moment, have 





t 


: 


preserve the Constitution, ought to ponder them | 
[ heard, sir, the honorable member from | 
] and with a great part | 


well. 
New York, [Mr. Dix, 
of his remarks I agreed; I thought they must lead 
to some useful result. But, then, what does he 
come to, after all? He is for acquiring territo 

under the Wilmot proviso; but, at any rate, he is 
for acquiring territory. Fle will not vote against 
all territory to form new States, though he is wil- 


ling to say they ought not to be slave States. Other | were six gentlemi representi 


tlemen of his party, from the northern and east- | eastern States, viz: one from i 


ern States, vote in the same way and with the same 
view. This is called “ the policy of the northern 


cause it so denominates itself. A 


‘ 


{ 
i 
; 
' 
} 


for this bill; though that proviso be struck out. 
‘The gentleman from New York is ready for that, 
and his northern and eastern friends, who sit 


| round him here in the Senate, are as ready as he 


| 1s. 


| 


They all demand acquisition, and maintain 
the war for that purpose. On the other hand, the 
other branch of the party votes eagerly and uni- 
tedly for territory, the Wilmot proviso being re- 
jected, because these gentlemen take it for graut- 
ed, that that proviso being rejected, States furmed 


| out of Mexico will necessarily be slave States, and 
| added to this Union as such, 


Now, sir, it has appeared to me from the begin- 


| ning that the proposition contained in the amend- 
| ment which was submitted some days ago, by my 


| friend the honorable member from Georgia, 13 the 


true and the only true policy for us to pursue. 
That resolution was in these words: 

‘Provided, always, And it is hereby deciared to be the true 
intent aud meaning of Congress in making this appropria- 
tion, that the war with Mexico ought noi to be prosecuted by 


| this Government with any view to the dismemberinent of 
that its extension should be unifonmiy aud earnestly opposed || 


that republic, or to the acquisition by conquest of any por- 
tion of her territory ; that this Government ever desires to 
maintain and preserve peaceful and friendly relations with 
all nations; and, particularly with the neighboriag republic 
of Mexico, will always be ready to enter into negotiations, 
with a view to terminate the present uabappy couilict on 
terms which shall secure the just rights and preserve invio- 
late the national honor of the United States and of Mexico; 
that itis especially desirabie, in order to maintain and pre- 
serve thuse amicable relations which ought always to exist 
between neighboring republics, that the boundary of the 
State of Texas should be definitively settled, and that pro- 
vision be made by the republie ot Mexico for the prompt 
and equitable settlement of the just claims of our ertizeus 
on that republic,”’ 

This amendment rejects all desire for the dis- 
memberment of Mexico; it rejects acquisition of 
territory by conquest; it signifies a wish for the 
restoration of peace, and a readiness on our part to 
enter into tg and to treat, not only for 

eace, but also for boundaries and indemnities. 
This amendment has been rejected; and now I come 
to the point: Who has rejected it? By whose votes 


| has this amendment, this very evening, been lost? 


| danger would have been over. 





| 





it 





Sir, it has been lost by the votes of the honorable 
member from New York and his northern and east- 
ern friends. It has been voted down by the ‘* north- 
ern Democracy.” If this ** northern Democracy”’ 
had supported this amendment, it would have pre- 
vailed, and we should then have had no new terri- 
téry at all, and of course no new slave territory; 
no new States at all, and of course no new slave 


| States. This is certain and indisputable. If the 


Senate had said what that resoluuion proposes, the 
But these gentle- 
men would not vote for it. To a man, they voted 
against it. Every member of the Senate falome- 
ing to the party in the northern States, however 


| warmly they may have declared themselves against 


new slave States, yet refused to vote against all ter- 
ritorial acquisition—a measure proposed and offer- 
ed to them as a perfect security against more slave 
States. They are for acquiring territory; they are 
for more States; and, for the sake of this, they are 
willing to run the risk of these new States being 
slave States, and to meet all the convulsions which 
the discussion of that momentous question may 
hereafter produce. Sir, if there be wisdom, or pru- 
dence, or consistency, sound policy, or comprehen- 
sive foresight in all this, I cannot see it. 
owe amendment of 4 gvey om» er from 
eo was supported votes of twenty- 
Seas eatchoen of the Senate. Twenty-nine ean 
bers voted against it. Of these twenty-nine, there 
northern and 
, one from 
New Hampshire, one from Connecticut, two from 
New York, and one from Pennsylvania. If these 


Democracy.’ 1 so denominate the party only be- || six members had voted for the resolution, a 
ould, 


gentleman from 


would have turned the majority, and there w 
no apprehension of 
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the resolution, also, we heard the voices of five 
members from the free States in the Northwest, 
viz: one from Ohio, two from Indiana, one from | 
Michigan, and one from Hlinois. 

So it is evident that, ifall the Senators from the 
free States had voted for this amendment, and 
against the acquisition of territory, such acquisition 
would have been denounced, in advance, by nearly 
two-thirds of the whole Senate, and the question 
of more slave States settled forever. For, lel me 
say to you, sir, and to the country, that whenever | 
this question is settled, it must be settled in the 
Senate, It might have been settled here this night, || 
and settled finally and forever. 

Mr. President, I arraign no men and no parties. | 
I take no judgment into my own hands. But I 
present this simple statement of facts and conse- 
quences to the country; and ask for it, humbly 
but most earnestly, the serious consideration of the 
people. Shall we prosecute this war for the pur- 
pose of bringing on a controversy which is likely 
to shake the Government to its centre ? 

And now, sir, who are the twenty-four mem- 
bers who supported the amendment of the mem- | 
ber from Georgia? They are the Whigs of the 
Senate; Whigs from the North and the South, the 
ast and the West. In their judgment it is due || 
to the best interests ofthe country, to its safety, to 
peace and harmony, and to the well-being of the 
Constitution, to declare at once, to proclaim now, 
that we desire no new States, nor territory to form 
new States out of, as the end of conquest. For || 
one, I enter into this declatation with all my heart. 
We want no extension of territory; we want no 
accession of new States. The country is already 
large enough. I do not speak of any cession 
which may be made in the establishment of 
boundaries, or of the acquisition of a port or two 
on the Pacific, for the benefit of navigation und 
commerce. But I speak of large territories, ob- 
tained by conquest, to form States to be annexed 
to the Union; and I say I am opposed to such ac- || 
quisition altogether. Lam opposed to the prose- | 
eution of the war for any such purposes. 

Mr. President, I must be indulged here in a short 
retrospection. In the present posture of things and || 
of parties, we may well look back upon the past. 
Within a year or two after Texas had achieved its 
independence, there were those who already spoke 
of its annexation to the United States. Against 
that project, I felt it to be my duty to take an early 
and a decided course. Having occasion to address | 
political friends in the city of New York in March, 
1537, L expressed my sentiments as fully and as 
strongly as 1 could. From those opinions I have 
never swerved, From the first I saw nothing, and 
have seen nothing, but evil and danger to arise to 
the country from such annexation. The prudence 
of Mr. Van Buren stifled the project for a time; 
but in the latter part of the Administration of Mr. 
Tyler, it was revived, Sir, the transactions and 
occurrences from that time onward, till the meas- 
ure was finally consummated in December, 1845, 
are matters of history and record. That histor 
and that record ean neither be falsified nor oetek 
‘There they stand, and must stand forever; and they 
proclaim to the whole world, and to all ages, that 
fexas was brought into this Union, slavery and 
ail, only by means of the aid and active codpera- 
tion of those who now call themselves the ** north- 
ern Democracy”’ of the United States; in other 
words, by those who assert their own right to be 
regarded as nearest and dearest to the people among 
all the ge men of the country. here was the 
honorable member from New York, where were || 
his northern and eastern friends, when Texas was | 
pressing to get into the Union, bringing slaves | 
and slavery with her? Where were they, I ask? 
Were they standing up like men against slaves | 
and slavery? Was the annexation of a new slave | 
State an object which ‘ northern Democracy”’ 
opposed, or from which it averted its eyes with | 
horror! Sir, the gentieman from New York 
and his friends were consulting and assisting, aid- | 
ing and abetting, the whole proceeding. Some of | 
them were voting here as eagerly as if the salva- | 
tion of the country depended on bringing in an- 
other slave State. Others of us from the North 
opposed it as far as we could. We remonstrated, 
we protested, we voted; but the ‘* northern De- | 
mocracy”’ helped to out-vote us, to defeat us, to | 
overwhelm us. And they accemplished their pur- || 
pose. Nay, more. The party in the North which |) 


new slave territory or new slave States. Against ] 


, pathy maddened into insanity, I know not 


| fore we obtain perfect right to conquered ore? 


| North consent to a treaty bringing in territory sub- 


_ bringing in territory from which slavery is exclu- | 


| opportunity for securing harmony and the stability 
| of the Constitution. 


| which it bore at the last session; when he expressed 
/ogy was employed as in the bill now under con- 


acquisition of one inch of Mexican territory be- | 
a sister republic. 


| quired support to enable it to maintain free institu- 


_ would be induced to guard against the republic of 
| the United States either by a military dictatorship or 


ealls itself, by way of distinction and eminence, 
the “* Liberty oats opposed, with all its force, 
the election of the Whig candidate in 1844, when 
it had the power of assisting in and securing the 
election of that candidate, and of preventing Mr. 
Polk’s election; and when it was as clear and visi- 
ble as the sun at noonday that Mr. Polk’s elec- 
tion would bring slaveholding Texas into the 
Union. Noman can deny this. And inthe party 
of this “ northern Democracy,” and in this **Lib- 
erty Party,” too, probably are those, at this mo- 
ment, who profess themselves ready to meet all 
the consequences, to stand the chance of all con- 
vulsions, to Bee the fountains of the great deep 
broken up, rather than that new slave States 
should be added to the Union; but who, neverthe- 
less, will not join with us in a declaration against 
new States of any character, thereby shutting the 


_door forever against the further admission of 


slavery. 

Here, sir, is a chapter of political inconsistency 
which demands the consideration of the country, 
and is not unlikely to attract the attention of the 
age. If it be anything but party attachment, car- | 
ried, recklessly, to every extent, and perry anti- | 

ow to | 
describe it, 

Sir, | fear we are not yet arrived at the begin- | 
ning of the end. I pretend to see but little of the 
future, and that little gives no gratification. All I 
can scan is contention, strife, and agitation. Be- | 


there must be a cession. A eession can only 

made by treaty. No treaty can pass the Senate, | 
till the Constitution is overthrown, without the | 
consent of two-thirds of its members. Now, who | 
can shut his eyes to the great probability of a suc- 
cessful resistance to any treaty of cession, from 
one quarter of the Senate or another? Will the 





| 
ject toslavery? Will the South consent to a treaty || 





ded? Sir, the future is full of difficulties and full | 
of dangers. We are suffering to pass the golden | 
We appear to me to be rush- | 
ing upon perils headlong, and with our eyes all | 
open. But I put my trust in Providence, and in 
that good sense and patriotism of the people, which 
will yet, I hope, arouse themselves before it is too 
late. 

Mr. ARCHER said the bill had assumed the form 


himself to be favorable to its passage ; and it might || 
well be the subject of inquiry why Ke should not 
support itnow. His reasons could be given in a |! 
few words. Last year, though the same phraseol- 


sideration, the purpose was reputed to be to settle | 
our boundary according to what then was assumed || 
to be our limit, and the money was not to be em- 
ployed for ulterior objects. He was opposed to the | 


yond what was necessary to define our boundary. | 
We should sustain and defend rather than despoil 
There were no republics but 
those on this continent, not one.of which but re- 





tions. But if we despoil a sister republic, what 
sentiment did they suppose would be infused in the 
heart of every other republic in America? They 








by a monarchy, as Paredes had attempted in Mexi- 
co, and as had been attempted in some of the South | 
American republics. The necessity of self-preser- | 
vation would drive them to such a course to secure || 
them from being despoiled by us. 

But there was another view that was just as ab- 
solutely imperative on his mind as that at which 
he had only just glanced. It was the introduction 
of the slave question, which would come up with 
the acquisition of new territory. Had they, he 
inquired, become absolutely insane with this rabid 





appetite for territorial acquisition? What was the } on that question both in the affirmative 

superficia) extent of the United States? Had gen- || tive. 

temen passed their minds over it? Did any man || 
| suppose that there would be no difficulty in carrying 


out this problem of a free Government without _ 


_ ther acquisition, as our population increased? 


House of Representatives, now with two hundred 


_and twenty-eight members, found it necessary to 


adopt the ** one-hour rule”’ in debate; but when we 
become a population of one hundred millions, as it 
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had been calculated we soon should, it would be 
necessary to adopt a ‘minute rule,” and then 
everything would be done out of doors—nothino 
more than the mere forms of deliberation remajn. 
ing; and we shall become the most corrupt Goy. 
ernment ever seen in the world. And did any man 
doubt, if they passed this appropriation, that the 
struggle on the question of slavery would come? 
Let honorable Senators read the resolutions which 
have already been presented from eight or nine 
States of this Union, expressing their inflexible 
Purpose to exclude slavery from all territory that 
may hereafter be acquired. And he had informa. 
tion that saclinens ad passed one branch of the 
Legislature of Virginia, and were expected to pass 
the other, in which language was used which show. 
ed that the people of his State were prepared for 
resistance to the determination of the free States. 
It was evident, then, that the passage of this bill 
would minister to the dissensions of the States, and 
if they were to subscribe a paper, declaring their 
purpose to be to produce such a calamity, it would 
not be more apparent than by the passage of this 
biH. It was lamentable to think of the consequep-. 
ces to result, which would be either the overthrow 
of this Union, or the infusion into the veins of the 
body politic a poison that would make it unworthy 
of preservation. 

he question was then taken, and it resulted 
thus: 

YEAS—Messts. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag. 
by, Benton, Breese, Bright, Butler, Calhoun, Cass, Chal- 
mers, Colquitt, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Hous- 
ton, Johnsen of Louisiana, Lewis, Mason, Niles, Rusk, 
Sevier, Soulé, Sturgeon, Turney, Westcott, and Yulee—29, 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Badger, Berrien, Cameron, Cil- 
ley, John M. Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, 
Evans, Greene, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson of Maryland, 


Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Pearce, Phelps, Simmons, Up- 
ham, Webster, and Woodbridge—24. 


The bill was then read a third time and passed, 


The Senate adjourned at twenty minutes past one 
o’clock a. m. 











HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, March 1, 1847. 
The Journal of Saturday having been read— 
Mr. ELLETT rose and said, that when the vote 
was taken on the substitute for the revenue bill, he 
was present in the Hall, and had voted in the neg- 
ative, but found that his vote was not atoitel. 


| He moved that the Journal be amended accord- 


ingly. 
Ve. GARRETT DAVIS moved that there bea 
| call of the House. 


Mr. ASHMUN inquired of the Speaker whether 
the gentleman’s vote, if recorded, would make any . 
difference in the result? 

The SPEAKER said that that question was not 
pertinent to the matter before the House. The 
only question was, whether the gentleman had a 
right to vote or not. If so, under the uniform prac- 
tice of the House, his vote must be recorded. 

The question being then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Garrett Davis, and decided in the affirma- 
tive, acall of the House was ordered. 

And, the roll having been called, 141 members 
answered to their names. 

And the names of the absentees having been 
ealled, 172 members appeared to be present. 


When, on motion of Mr. NORRIS, all further 
roceedings on the call were dispensed with. 
The SPEAKER then stated the question, 


And Mr, ELLETT voted. 

Mr. WENTWORTH rose and said that a simi- 
lar omission had been made in the case of Mr. Ep- 
SALL; that gentleman having voted in the aflirma- 
tive on the said substitute. 

Mr. EDSALL confirmed the statement. 

The correction was ordered. 

The SPEAKER said the question would be thus 
left precisely where it was on Saturday. 

r. DOUGLASS said, that in the report.as given 

in the Union, he was represented as — voted 
| nega- 

quite sure he bad no right to 


ow, he was t 
at in 


give more than one vote, and he had given 
e negative. 
The CHAIR replied, that on the Journal of the 
House he was so recorded. 
GENERAL Nee BILL. 

A was received from the Senate, an- 
nouncing that that body had passed the “ Bill 
making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic 





le 





expenses of the Government for the year ending 
June 30, 1847, and for other purposes,”’ with 
amendments; which bill and amendments, on mo- 
ion of 

ean McKAY, were referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, the House proceed- 
ed to the consideration of business on the Speaker’s 
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table, when the naval pension bill and the Post | 


Office appropriation bill, with the amendments of | 


the Senate thereto, were referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATIONS. 


The House proceeded to the consideration of the 
bill making appropriations for the naval service for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1848, with the 
amendments of the Senate thereto; when it was 

Resolved, That the House do insist on its disagreement to 
the ameudments to the said bill, numbered three, twelve, 
and thirteen, and insist upon its amendments to the said 
amendments of the Senate, numbered one, two, and five, 
and ask a conference upon the said disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses. 


And Messrs. McKay, Benron, and Scnenck, | 


were appointed managers at said conference on the 
part of the House. 


INCREASE OF THE MARINE CORPS. 
The House proceeded to the consideration of the 
« Bill for the increase of the marine corps of the 
United States,’? with the Senate amendments there- 
to; when the said amendments were concurred in. 


JOHN PAUL JONES. 

The House proceeded to the consideration of the 
« Bill for the relief of the heirs of John Paul Jones,”’ 
with the amendments of the Senate thereto; which 
amendments were read, when 

Mr. HUNGERFORD moved that the said bill 
and amendments be laid upon the table; and, the 
question being put, was decided in the affirmative. 

So the bill was laid on the table. 

MILITARY ACADEMY. 

The bill making appropriations for the support 
of the Military Academy for the year ending the 
30th of June, 1848, was taken up; when— 

On motion of Mr. McK AY, it was 

Resolved, That the House do insist upon their 
disagreement to the said amendments of the Sen- 
ate to said bill, and agree to the conference asked 
by the Senate. 

Mr. Héneerrorp, Mr. Boyp, and Mr. Cares 
B. Surra, of the conference, were appointed as the 
managers, on the part of the House. 

RELIEF FOR IRELAND. 

The (Senate) ‘*Act to provide some relief for the 
suffering people of Ireland,” was read twice. 

Mr. WASHINGTON HUNT asked for its im- 
mediate consideration. 

Mr. G. W. JONES moved that it be laid upon 
the table; upon which motion the yeas and nays 
were demanded and ordered; and, being taken, 
resulted—yeas 75, nays 79. 


YEAS—Messrs. John Q. Adams, Stephen Adams, Arnold, 
Barringer, Bayly, Bedinger, Bell, Benton, James A. Black, 
Boyd, Brinkerhoff, William G. Brown, Burt, Augustus A. 
Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Chase, Cobb, Cocke, Cullom, 
Collamer, Collin, Cottrell, Cranston, Cummins, Cunning: 
ham, Daniel, Dillingham, Dobbin, Dockery, Ellett, Ellsworth, 
Ficklin, Garvin, Gentry, Gordon 
son, Hopkins or 5S. Hous Edmund W. Hubard, 
Hungerford, James H. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Andrew 
Jonson, George W. Jones, Seaborn Jones, Kaufman, Pres- 
ton King, Leake,McKay, Marsh, J. P. Martin, Barkley Mar- 
tin, Morris; Moulton, orris, Perrill, Perry, Pillsbury, Reid, 
Rhett, Ripley, Ritter, Roberts, Sawyer, Seddon, Alexander 
D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims Simpson, Starkweather, Thi- 
pm ys | Jacob Thompson, ‘Tredway, Wilmot, and Wood- 
ward—75, : 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Ashmun, James Black, Brod- 
head, Carroll, Cathcart, John G. Chapman, Crozier, dD. 
Darragh, Garrett Davis, Dixon, Douglass, Dunlap, Edsall, 
Erdman, John H. Ew Foot, Giles, Goodyear, Grinnell, 
Hale, Hamlin, Harper, astings, Hanhay, Henry, Elias B. 
Holmes, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, 

Charles J. Ingersoll, Jose 


p Grapes Grover, Harman- 
’ 


argan‘ 


R. 1 gersoll Teak Dani 
a T enkins janie 
P. King, La Sere, Lewis , Maclay McClean, MeClel- 
land, McCrate, Joseph J. McDowell, McGaughey, MeHenry, 
Mclivaine, Morse, Moseley, Newton, Niven, Parrish, Pol- 
lock, Ramsey, Relfe, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, 
Root, Runk, Russell fSeammon, Schenck, Severance 
man Smith, Albert Smith, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, 
oe » Tuosspon, Tithette Vinton; Wentworth, 
n, James Thom nton, Weatw 
Williams, Winthrop, and Wright—79. ; 
So the bill was not laid upon the table. 


Mr. LEVIN moved that the said bill be referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, with the 
following instructions: 


p- 


‘« Whereas the proposed relief for Ireland cannot even 
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apply an emollient to the evil, andis designed to afford food 
for party vultures to feed upon, rather than bread ay the 


starving people of Ireland : 


are contributing in the most liberal manner to afford that aid 
which the Congress of the United States cannot constitu- 
tionally grant: 

“ And whereas there are thousands of American poor, 
who are excluded from the benefit of American almshouses 
and poorhouses hecause of the influx of foreign paupers and 
criminals will now fill them to overflowing : 


GLOBE. 


| amendments to the Commitiee of Claims; which 





Ba aaidas eee 


| motion was agreed to. 
** And whereas the people of the United States themselves | 


“ And whereas THE AMERICAN PooR have claims upon || 
the American Government equal to those in a foreign land: | 


Therefore, 


“ Be it enacted, That the like sum of five hundred thou- | 
sand dollars be and the same is hereby appropriated, out of | 


any moneys in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, for 


the purchase of fuel and flour, for the benefit of such Ameri- | 


can poor as may be found in a state of distress, and the 


i 


President of the United States is hereby directed to distribute | 


the same in such manner and in such proportion as he may 
deem expedient.”’ 


The SPEAKER decided that the motion to refer | 


with these instructions was notin order. 

Mr. LEVIN appealed from this decision. 

And the question being put, “ Shall the decision 
of the Chair stand as the judgment of the House ?”’ 
it was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. CARROLL moved that the bill be referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, with in- 
structions to report the same forthwith. 

Mr. WASHINGTON HUNT moved to com- 


} 
| 
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The bill making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses forthe year ending June 30, 
1848, which had been returned from the Senate 
with amendments, was taken up, and the bill xnd 
amendments were referred tothe Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

The bill from the Senate making appropriations 
for gertain fortifications for the year ending the 
30th of June, 1848, was twice read, and referred to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 

The Senate bill giving the consent of Congress to 
an act of the General Assembly of Virginia au- 
thorizing the levy of tolls on the James river, was 
read twice. 

_ Mr. SEDDON asked that the bill be put upon 
its passage. 


Mr. GEORGE W. JONES moved that the said 


|| bill be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. WHITE moved to commit the bill. 
agreed to. 

The question recurred on the motion to refer to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and was decided 


Dis- 


| in the negative. 


The bill was then read a third time and passed. 
The bill from the Senate for the relief of Mary 


mit the bill to a Committee of the Whole on the | McRea, widow of Lieutenant Colonel William 


previous question. 

The SPEAKER ruled the motion out of order. 

Several points of order and inquiries were here 
made; after which— 

The SPEAKER said he had decided the motion 
of Mr. Hunt to refer the bill to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union out of order, 
as the motion to refer to the Committee of Ways 
and Means took precedence. This was an errone- 
ous decision : the motion to commit to a Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union took 
precedence of all other motions to refer, and the 

uestion would accordingly be first put on Mr. 
Weax's motion. 

Mr. BOYD inquired what would be the effect of 
the previous question, if seconded ? 


Hi 


The SPEAKER said it would bring the House 
to a direct vote on committing the bill to the Com- || 
|| the consideration of the bill to remove the land 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
The previous question was seconded and the 


main question ordered, viz: Shall the bill be com- | 


mitted to a Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union? 

It was decided in the negative; Yeas 69, nays 
107, 

The motion recurred on referring the bill to the 
Committee of Ways and Means—the previous 
question still operating. 

Mr. CARROLL inquired if the question on the 
amendment to the motion to refer to the Committee 
of Ways and means, viz : ‘* with instructions to re- 
port the bill forthwith,’’ was not to be put? 

The CHAIR stated it was not, as Mr. C. had 
withdrawn it. 

Mr. CARROLL said he had only withdrawn it 
that the motion to refer to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union might be put. 


i} 

! 
| 
i] 
i| 
{| 
1} 

} 
| 

| 
i 
' 


j 
i 


| 


| 


| state of the Union, and make it the special order of |) McRea, was taken up, and read a first and second 
| the day for two o’clock this day, and moved the || time, and referred to the Committee of the Whoie. 


And the bill from the Senate to provide for the 
purchase of the ane papers of the late 
James Madison was also taken up, and read a first 


| and second time, and referred to the Coramittee of 


the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. WINTHROP moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the Senate bill for the relief of Mary 
McRea, widow of Lieutenant Colonel William 
McRea, was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole, in order that it might be referred to the 
same committee to which the bills for the relief of 
Mrs. Hamilton, widow of Alexander Hamilton, 
and the bill to provide for the purchase of the man- 
uscript papers of the late James Madison, were re- 


ferred. The motion was agreed to, and the bill 
| accordingly referred. 
Mr. BOWDON moved to discharge the Com- 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union from 


| office at Lebanon, in Alabama, to Jacksonville, in 


the same State. Disagreed to. 

Mr. GEORGE 8. HOUSTON, by leave, from 
the Committee of Ways and Means, to which 
was referred the bill making appropriations for the 


|| Post Office Department, together with the Senate 


amendments, reported The same, with the recom- 
mendation that the House concur with the Senate 
in some and disagree to other of their amendments. 
Mr. H. moved to amend the first of the Sen- 
ate’s amendments by adding a proviso authorizing 
that postmasters whose salaries do not exceed three 
aah ee dollars per annum may be allowed to 
frank letters written by themselves, and receive 
etters free of postage not exceeding half an ounce 
n weight; and also moved the previous question. 
The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered, viz: Will the House agree 


| 
i 


The question was stated on agreeing to the mo- || to the amendment of Mr. H. to the first amend- 
tion to refer the bill to the Committee of Ways and || ment of the Senate? and it was decided in the af- 


Means; and, being put, it was decided in the affirm- 
ative. 


So the said bill was referred to the Committee of | first amendment of the Senate as 


Ways and Means. 


Mr. WOODWORTH moved to reconsider the 





il 
i} 


firmative. oh 
The question was then put on agreeing to the 
smenitely 


and it 
was agreed to. 
The second amendment of the Senate was then 


yote by which the bill for the relief of the heirs of || read and agreed to. 


John Paul Jones was laid on the table, and moved 
the previous question. 

r. McK A Y moved to lay the motion for re-con- 
sideration on the table; which motion to lay on the 
table was decided in the negative: Yeas 85, nays 89. 

The question then recurred on the motion to re- 
consider, and it was decided in the affirmative; 
Yeas 86, nays 79. : ‘ 

The question recurred on concurring with the 
Senate in their amendments to the bill, — 

Mr. WOODWORTH moved the previous ques- 
tion, but the House refused to second it. 

Mr. GORDON and Mr. COBB made uiries 
of the Chair, which could not be heard by the re- 


A-short debate then arose, in which Messrs, 


DATO WLIN temed ta ates tbe bill and 


j 
| 
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The third and fourth of the Senate’s amend- 
ments were then read and di to. 

Mr. POLLOCK, from the mittee of Claims, 
to which was referred the Senate bill for the relief 
of the heirs and representatives of the late Robert 
Sewall and a bill for the relief of James F. Sotho- 
ron, reported the same without amendment. 

The bills were committed. 

Mr. POLLOCK, from the samé’committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of William Greer; which 
was read a first and second time, and committed. 

Mr. G. 8. HOUSTON made an inéffectuai at- 
tempt into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union on the bill authorizing an exam- 
ination of certain Mexican claims. 

Mr. RATHBUN moved to discharge the Com- 
mittee of the Whole from the consideration of the 
bill for the relief of Elijah White and others, for 
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Ti scssissapntntinjaaiie os CONGRE ONAL GLOBE. March 1, 
the ed song of taking up and acting onthe bill in I he bint aman: sat tdeeaoiin Niet is Smee oe is ra 


“ing appropriations for the service of | he previous question was then secon 
the House. Disagreed to: Ayes 83, noes 49—two- || the Bet Office Department for the year ending the | under its Operation, the 


thirds not voting in favor thereof. 30th of June, 1848, with the amendments of the || a third 





ded, and, 
bill was ordered to be read 


time, and was read a third time, and Passed. 
Mr. McKAY moved that the House take a re- Senate thereto; when, || Yeas 102, nays 52. ; 
cess this day from half-past two to five o'clock, On motion of Mr. HUNGERFORD, it was i] Mr. McKAY, from the Committee of Ways and 
Agreed 0, : : Resolved, That the House do insist upon its | Means, to which was referred the bil] making ay. 
Mr, LEAKE asked leave to offer a resolution. amendment to the said amendments of the Senate, | Propriations for the Support of the army and of 
Being objected to ’ : and insist on their disagreement to sundry of the | volunteers, for the year ending the 30th of June 
Mr. L. moved a Suspension of the rules; which Senate amendments to said bill, and agree to the || 1848, and for other purposes, with the amend. 
motion was disagreed to, . conference asked by the Senate. | Ments of the Senate thereto, made a report, recom. 
Mr. BOWLIN asked leave to offer the following Messrs, Gronae S. Houston, Gro. W. Jones, | mending that the House 
resolution: 


agree to some and dis. 
| and Seaman, were then appointed managers to || agree to other of said amendments, Committed to 
Resolved, That in order to encourage, preserve, and dis- 


- |, Conduct said conference on the part of the House. || the Committee of the Wh 
tribute, for general reierence,a full and accurate Register of ; 


ole on the state Of the 
Debates, each member Of this House be authorized ty sub- M ILITARY ACADEM vr. Union. 
Keribe for the same number of copies of the Congressional Mr. HUNGERFORD, from the committee of | On motion of Mr, McKAY, the bill establishino 
Globe and Appendix, and on the same terms and conditions, conference on the part of the House on the bill ma- || certain post routes, with the amendments of the 
relation ofthe Sonne ennai came under tng| 2 aut ending Ture aye Military Academy for || Senate thereto way Sith the. am the Committe 
The resolution being objected to the year ending June 30, 1848, made a report, | of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Mr. BOWLIN moved a Suspension of the rules, || Which was agreed to by the House. ; | Mr. WINTHROP asked leave to make a report 
The « uestion was put, and the ruleg wore bux: Mr. MORSE, from the Committee on Private rom the Committee of Ways and Means. 
pended. l , Land Claims, to which were referred Senate bills Mr. WENTWORTH objected. 
The rules being Suspended, the resolution was for the relief of William B. Keene; for the relief Mr. McKAY moved that the rules be Suspended 
misiead § ’ of the heirs ot Louis de la meray deceased ; to enable Mr. Winturop to make the report. 
Mr. BOWLIN moved the previous question: and and a bill confirming the claim of the heirs and ij The eas and nays were ordered on the motion, 
dale Se ration the resolution was ade ned— egal representatives of Pierre Dufresne to a tract || = Mr. } cKAY then withdrew the Motion to sys. 
wt es oe % on HH the resolution we i of land, reported the same without amendment. || pend the rules. 
si #O>—p TN > ded. a . . i} 

: Mr. WENTWORTH moved to reconsider the inne accent “everally read a third '| The House proceeded to consider the joint reso. 
jote iL take 8 re ay oO armen . a | i : ine i iol 
eigen the ae wis al gata | Mt NOES ur aes tom aceon Tien fa as eae ene te eth 

aS ° vi ~ | Public Lands, reported a joint resolution to pro- | hibi } 1 3 ¢ : 0 

agreed to, hibit the sale at private entry of certain lands in |) Prevabit the sale at Phich pep ty, of certain lands 

Mr. RATHBUN moved that the House resolve Cincinnati, Ohio. | In Cincinnati, Ohio, which had been returned from 
itself into ¢ ommittee of the Whole for the purpose 


| . ’ 
: | the Senate with an amendment rescinding the Said 
After a short debate by Mr. STANTON and ||... “ee : 
Mr. FA RAN, the joint resolution was then read || Joint rule, so far “peel — a ik all bills 
three times and passed {| ae =. then passed this 4), y either 
. , ‘ 2 wan at "ares ae pee ey: ; t agreed to. 
Mr. GORD« IN, from the Committee of ( laims, Mr. STAN TON moved to suspend the joint } Rien sepa ‘eousiibietne were here 
to which was referred the Senate bill for the relief rules of the two Houses of Congress to permit this || 4 


of taking up the bill for the relief of Elijah White 
and others. Disagreed to, 


; : ia : : laid before the ouse by the Speaker. 

of Thomas H. Noble, reported the same with the Joint resolution to be sent to the Senate. Agreed to. d ee pended 

following resolution: ELIJAH WHITER. |! eee 
Resolved, That Senate bill for the relief of Thomas H. Mr. RATHBUN again moved to Suspend the || poe and Mena, te whieh yt’ commit , 

Noble, and the fhecompanying papers, be referred to the See- rules, and that the House go into Committee of || ay : ee 

retary of the Treasury, with instructions that he be request- 


the Whole, for the purpose of takine up the Sen. || °US Memorials from the various colleges and liter. 
ed to direct the prope: yn uating officer to report to this ; "9 aoee eo ~ |) ar institutions of the countr raying that books 
House, on the second Monday of December next, all the || ate bill for the relief of Elijah White. Agreed ws; i] - y ys pany. § . 
facts pertaining to the case 


whieh are in the posacecion of || Ayes 80, noes 36. || Instruments, and imam a for the use of 
the Treasury Department. The House accordingly resolved itself into com. | eae — ee a f dune? eked _ a 
Pa ae Ny . ccd : a aad «oe : miss ted from the payment o uty, asked to be 
On motion of Mr, GORDON, the Committee of || mittee, and took up the bill for the y. lief of Elijah || ™P saw 0 
t Xx My I e bi or the relief o ja i} a . 7 
Claims were discharged from the petition of J. W, hite, . I The seed from the dinehor consideration thereof, 
Nye; and it was laid on the table, and ordered to Mr. SCHENCK rose to a question of order. || ha i : 
be printed, It did not follow that because the House had sus- || Mr. WINTHROP, from the same ne 
Mr. HOUGH, from the Committee on the Post | 


pended the rules and resolved itself into commit- | which was referred the Senate bill to Saenpt om 
. : s oie g : ; - |) tai ti impo or lit institutions 
hich was referred the tee, they must tuke up the bill for the relief of Eli. | (un articles imported f ety institution from 
.., ere . oa? | cp . | the payment of duty, reported the same without 
Senate bill to provide for transporting the mail to jah White. The committee could take up what amendment, and a recommendation that it do not 
Oregon, reported the same without amendment bill it pleased. It required a vote of the committee | pass ’ 
Committed, to take up any bill, Hi ; : 

Mr. MeCLELLAND, from the Committee on The CI {AIR Overruled Mr. Scuencx 5 point of || Mr. Ww. Stated, that although he was directed to 


‘ ° : . | j og 
Commerce, reported th® following resolution; order. The House had Specially suspended the || '@Portthe bill with the recommendation that it ought 
which was agreed to: 


Office and Post Roads, to w 


rales and resolved itself into co ittee for the | NOt to pass, yet a MEority of three of he Com. 
Sateen nade en ene torte || mittee of Ways and Means, of which he (Mr. W. 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested purpose of taking up the bill. ne, were in favor f the pass e of the bill 
to cause all the Jaws now in force relating to the commerce |} Mr. SCHEN K appealed from the decision of {| was one, e o passag' . 
and navigation of the country, to be compiled and commu- 


nicated to the House at as early a day as practicable in the | the Chair; and, after some discussion by Messrs. | i coe JOHNSON moved to lay the 
NeXt session of Congress, arranged under convenient and || SCHENCK, VINTON, CHAPMAN of Ala- i 


FEATS |. The question was deci ed by yeas and nays: 
suitable heads; and that he also communicate, in connexion | bama, and HOPKINS— ‘95 3 90 as decid y yeas a y 
therewith, all such modifications of such laws as he may | *eas Jo, na . 


{| 
Fas ri ind FE a | ¥ . 
deem essential to the public service. : i a ona hae P.M ran ing arrived, i} Mr, RA HBUN moved to reconsider the Vole 

Mr. McCLELLA ND, by leave, presented cer- || by which the bill was laid on the table. 
tain resolutions from the Legislature of Michigan, : __. Mr. ROOT moved to lay the motion to recon- 
relative to the existing war with Mexico. Laid | EVENING SESSION. | sider on the table. Agreed to. 
on the table. | Thea eal which was ending at the ti THE ARMY BILL. 

Mr. McC., from the Committee on Commerce, || recess, oe further dibased by Mr. GARRETT | Mr. McKAY moved that the House resolve itself 
reported a bill authorizing a register to be issued || DAVIS and Mr. COBB. || into Committee of the Whole on the State of the 
to a brig Leveret; which bill was read three times he question on the appeal was then put, and | Union; which motion was agreed to. The House 
and passed, * ‘ c | 








tects || the decision of the Chair sustained. || accordingly resolved itself into committe, and pro- 
On motion of Mr. McCLELLAN D, it was = Mr. BRODHEAD moved that the committee | ceeded to consider the bill making appropriations 
Resolved, That the sixteenth joint rule of the two Houses '| rise. Disagreed to. 

be suspended so far as respects the bil] auth I} 


| for the pay of the army and of volunteers, for the 
| The bill for the relief of Elijah White and oth. || — ending J ey ioe and the amendments of 
rae RB L || TS, was then taken up, and the bill and accom- || the Senate to the said bill. 
MILITARY BILL—~GENERAL TAYLOR, || panying report read, . | he first, second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, 

The bill making appropriations for the support | r. GARRETT DAVIS moved that the com- | Seventh, and eightir amendments of the Senate 
of the army and of volunteers, which had been i} mittee rise without reporting the bill. Disagreed were read and concurred in. 
returned from the Senate with amendments, was | to: Ayes 48, noes 73. . he ninth amendment was read; the Committee 
weins of Mr. McKAY The committee then rose and report the bill, = Ways = Means recommended that the House 

{ A » vic . i tot 3 

the amendments of the Senate Mr. BRINKERHOFF moved the previous "Me. JACOB THOMPSON and Mr. NEWTON 
mittee of Ways and Means, J || Mr. ASHMUN rose to & question of order, || expressed their hopes that the House would con- 

The joint resolation of thanks to General Tay- || and asked what was the report of the chairman of || cur with the Senate in the ninth amendment. 
lor, his officers and men, for their gallant conduct the Committee of the Whole? 1 
in storming the city of Monterey, which had been | The SPEAKER said that the report was, that The question was then put on 
ee from the Senate with amendments | the committee had had under consideration the || ninth amendment of the Senate, and decided in the 
taken up— = || bill for the relief of Elijah White and others, and || affirmative. ee 

And, on motion of Mr. CARROLL, the amend- || had directed him to capes the same to the Howis All the amendments of the Senate having been 
ments of the Senate were concurred in, 1] without amendment. acted on, the bill was laid aside. 

POST OFFICE BILL. {| 


: | Mr. REUBEN CHAPMAN moved to lay the THE POST ROUTE BILL. 
The House proceeded to the consideration of | bill on the table, pj , : 


Disagreed to. On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, the bill to estab- 


lorizing a regis- 
ter to be issued to the brig Leveret. 


»it was, together with 


| 
» teferred to the Com- question. 


» was 
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States for the year endi 


1847. 
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THE CONGR 


; . il ae a a 4 
jigh certain post routes, which had been returned } ment disagreed to by the House of Representatives, | 
fom the Senate with amendments, was taken up, | 
and the amendments of the Senate authorizing new )) 


post routes read and concurred in. 


The 
section) was read. 


Mr. ; " 
ariking out all thereof and inserting a substitute, 


a copy of which could not be obtained. 
The question was put on agreeing to Mr. Hop- 


K : : 7 
and it was decided in the affirmative. 


The amendment of the Senate, as amended, was | 


then agreed to. 


i 


1OPKINS moved to amend the same by 


ys’s amendment to the amendment of the Senate, | 


and on their disagreement to the amendment a@the 
House to their amendment to the bill to establish 


Sar || certain post-routes, and ask a conference on the 
amendment of the Senate to this bill (a new |, 


disagreeing votes of the two Houses. 

Messrs, Nires, Arcuison,and Morenxeap, were 
appointed a committee of conference on the part of 
the Senate. . 


TRANSPORTATION TO IRELAND. 
On motion by Mr. FAIRFIELD, the Senate pro- 


‘ceeded to consider, as in committee of the whole, | 


All other of the Senate’s amendments were read || 


and agreed to, except the amendment of the Sen- 
ate authorizing letters going to and returning from 
the officers and privates of the army in Mexico to 
go free of postage. 

Mr. HOPKINS said that he had no objection 
to so much of the Senate’s amendment as admit- 
ted letters to go to the army free of postage, but 
not to allow letters coming from the army to be 
free; both because it was not necessary, and be- 
eause it could not, in practice, be told what letters 
came from the army, and what did not. He 
moved, therefore, to strike out that portion of the 


amendment which permitted letters coming from | 


the officers and privates to come free of postage. 
Agreed to. 

The amendment as amended was then agreed to. 

Mr. McKAY moved that the committee rise 
and report the bills and amendments thereto acted 
on. Agreed to. 

The committee rose and reported accordingly. 


The bill making appropriations for the pay of | 


the army and volunteers for the year ending June 


30, 1848, was then taken up, together with the || 


Senate’s amendments thereto. The amendments 
were read and severally agreed to. 

The bill establishing certain post routes, to- 
gether with the amendments of the Senate as 
amended by the Committee of the Whole, were 
taken up, read, and agreed to. 


Mr. BAYLY moved that the House resolve it- | 


self into Committee of the Whole, and take up the 
fortification bill. 

Mr. STEPHEN ADAMS moved that the House 
adjourn; which motion prevailing, 

The House, at a quarter past seven o’clock, 
adjourned, 





IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, March 2, 1847. 
The reading of the Journal was dispensed with. 


Mr. CHALMERS presented the credentials of | 
the Hon. Henry S. Foore, elected a Senator of |! 


the United States by the Legislature of the State 


of Mississippi, for the term of six years from the | 


4th of March, 1847. 


On motion by Mr. BERRIEN, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration, as in committee of the 
whole, of the bill to amend the act of January 18, 
1837, to provide for the payment of horses or 
other property lost and destroyed in the military 
service of the United States. 

No amendment being offered, the bill was re- 
ported to the Senate, and ordered to a third read- 
ing, and was, by unanimous consent, read a third 
time, and passed.. 

Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to whom was referred the bill of the House 
to amend the act to carry into effect in the States 
of Alabama and Mississippi the existing compacts 
with those States with regard to the five per cent. 
fund and the school reservations, reported the same 
with an amendment. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
said bill, as in committee of the whole, and the 
amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, and, 
the amendment having been concurred in, was 
ordered to a third reading, and was, by unani- 
mous consent, read a third time, and passed. 


= r. EVANS, from ane —— of conference, 
made a report upon the di ing votes of the 
two Houses upon the bill aoe pon riation for 
the support of the Military Academy of the United 
30th June, 1848. 

The Senate concurred in th report. 


On motion by Mr. NILES, it was 
Resolved, That the Senate insist on their amend- 


the joint resolution authorizing the employment of 

the United States ship Macedonian in transporting 
rovisions for the famishing poor of Ireland and 
cotland. 


Mr, FAIRFIELD moved to strike out the ap- 


propriation of $6,000 for repairing and fitting said 


| vessel for sea; which was agreed to, 


Mr. DAVIS moved an amendment to authorize | 
the Secretary of the Navy to place the United 


| States ship Jamestown at the disposal of Captain | 


Robert B. Forbes, of Boston, for a like purpose. 
Mr. DAVIS said that there was a contribution 

waiting in the city of Boston for an opportunity for 

remittance, ampunting to $60,000; and that Cap- 


|| tain Forbes was a gentleman whose character and 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


j 
| 


| 


| ability for the purpose contemplated by his amend- 
| ment were well known. He hoped, therefore, that | 


the amendment would be adopted. 
Mr. ARCHER rejoiced as much as any man at | 
the spirit of liberality which had exhibited itself | 


throughout the country, with reference to the ca- 


| 
| 


lamity in Ireland. But he could not consent, as a 
member of the Senate, to contribute on our part in | 
the mode prescribed in this resolution. These pub- 


| lic vessels cost a great deal of money; and he was | 


apprehensive that they could not be committed to | 


|| private hands without incurring great risk of loss 





| to the country. 





| 


The gentlemen to whom we pro- 
posed to give this trust, might be well qualified for 
the task, and the public property might be safe in 
their hands. But how were we to be satisfied on 
this point? Was the fact to be considered as suffi- 
ciently established in the mere word of a Senator 
on this floor? Suppose that the persons in com- | 
mand should be guilty of any outrageous abuse of 
the vessel, was there any remedy? If a public offi- 
cer were sent out, the Government would know | 
where to look for the responsibility. In case of 
the loss of the vessel, might not the person in com- 
mand shield himself from the consequences, with- 


| out even attempting to disavow his want of care or 
| skill? Why not send one of our own officers? We | 


might as readily do this as lend aship, Why 
send a public vessel, and leave on shore the offi- 
cers and men belonging to her, and commit the | 
ship to a private individual? It was a course with- 

out precedent, and held out a dangerous example | 


for the future. He hoped that the resolution would || 


be rejected, and we should then send out a public 
vessel manned by officers and men belonging to 
the United States. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD said, that as far as he could | 
understand, the Senator from Virginia having been 
very indistinctly heard, the main objection of that 
Senator was, that the vessel would pass out of the 
hands of the Government. But it was impossible 
at this moment to devise any other mode. The 
fact was that all the officers and men in our navy 


were wanted. Recruiting was going on daily, but || 


men enough could not be raised to supply the wants 
of the service. Officers could not be obtained, be- | 
cause they would be unwilling to turn their backs | 
on the war. They would be reluctant to go on a 
voyage in any other direction than that which con- 


| fighting, they would like it the better. 
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There could be no apprehension of danger, the 
act of God only excepted. Captain Forbes was 
also known to be a gallant officer, perfectly trust- 
worthy, and admirably qualified to take command 
of a vessel. 

Mr. MILLER said that many of the citizens 
of New Jersey had contributed Kberally, and were 
desirous to obtain a national vessel to carry out 


| their bounty. In New York private vessels had 


become scarce, and freights were very high; and 
to search after a proper vessel, would consume 
much time. A public vessel was now lying at the 
Navy Yard, which was not fit for war service. 
The Secretary had said that he did not want this 
vessel. The person named to command her, was 
of high character, trustworthy, and looked for no 
recompense. The only objection seemed to be to 
the placing of a public ship under the control of a 
private individual; and it was said there was no 
precedent for such a course. The occasion was 
also without precedent. If we could lend a vessel 
to carry out grain, we could, with the same pro- 
priety, lend a ship to a competent man to carry it 
out. The ship was asked for, and it was a matter 
of little consequence whether she was carried out 
by a private individual of known character, or a 
public officer. The Macedonian would be very 
happily selected. She came here from England 
loaded with instruments designed for our destrac- 
tion, and we send her back freighted with supplies 
of food for her starving people. ‘Cast your 
bread on the waters, and as many days it shall 
be found.”’ "The breezes of Heaven would favor 
her course, and waft her to her destination. 

Mr. WEBSTER said he was disposed to favor 
the general object of this resolution. But he felt 
a slight difficulty wl’ he was desirous to have 
removed. He was at a foss to know in what par- 
ticular character this vessel could proceed on her 
voyage. He could not see how, as a private ves- 
sel, she could go without a register; or, if she 
carried the authority of a national ship, how she 
could be sent under private command. He de- 
sired to know if she could be invested with any 
character by which she would be admitted into an 
Irish or English port?) She would be a sort of an 
anomaly on the water. If this objection could be 
removed, and he could see that the vessel was to 
go in any known character, he would be satisfied. 
He would prefer that she should be under the 
command of a naval officer. And such an officer 
might easily be found. He was aware that our 
officers were anxious to go in another direction, 
and if it led them to where there would be a little 
The officer 


| named for the Macedonign was quite trustworthy 


and competent; and so, also, was Captain Forbes, 


| who had great experience in the service. 


Mr. DAVIS supposed that if the Government 
gave the commander a sealed letter, it might be 
sufficient. To avoid the difficulty, however, ha 
moved an amendment to meet the case, authorizing 
the Secretary of the Navy to despatch said vessels 
upon the service as public ships, if he shall be of 
the opinion that the public interest will be better 
subserved thereby. 

Mr. BADGER repeated the objections he had 
previously urged against placing one of our public 
vessels in private hands. ‘The Senator from New 
Jersey [Mr. Miter] seemed to think we had 
only to put the grain on board, and Heaven wou!d 
send a favoring breeze to waft it to Ireland, and 
perhaps the steering power, at the same time, to 
take her in the right course. He did not suppose 


‘that, if the Senator did not belong to the creed 


glory. It was asked how we could be assured of | 


the safety of the public vessels in private hands? 


He thought the evidence before the Senate was | 


{ 


sufficient to put down any apprehensions. But he 
had yet more testimony. He had the recommen- 
dations of the most respectable citizens of New 
York in favor of Captain DeKay. The names 








} 


signed to these recommendations were those of the | 


ex-collector of the port, the mayor of the city, and 
others, than which there were not more respecta- 
ble names in that city, none in which Congress 
could be disposed to place more confidence. We 
might then be satisfied with this security. There 
was a letter from Mr. Pickett, our late chargé at 
Peru, who states that he had executed a treaty by 
which Captain DeKay was entitled to $80,000 

the Government. We have this sum in our hands. 


' 
1 


| which had been promulgated by his namesake, he 
ducted to hazardous enterprise, and the prospect of || 


had any special revelation ex the subject. 

Mr. MILLER replied that he had the highest 
authority:—*‘Cast your bread upon the waters, 
and after many days it will be found.” 

Mr. BADGER rejoined. The Senator had mis- 

uoted the words; which are, ‘*Cast thy bread on 
the waters, and after many days it ghall return to 
thee.”” Now, this bread we did not wish to return; 
we desired never to see it again, but that it might 
find its way to Ireland or Scotland. He believed 
officers might be found who would be pleased to 
any it out. 

The amendments were then agreed to, and the 
joint resolution was rted to the Senate, the 
amendments concurred in, ordered to a third read- 
ing, and by unanimous consent, read a third time 
and t }:23, nays 11. 

ft is as follows: “°. 
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this matter, to sift it, and see what was at the bot- | 
tom of it. This business of reporting had been | 
occupying the attention of Congress ever since he 
had been a member of the Senate. This resolu- 
tion required the reports to be published and laid 
on the tables of Senators on the following morning. 
It was not possible for these reports, in a full and 
correct form, to be furnished on the next morning. 
A speaker, acbording to the ordinary rate of deliv- 
ery, could speak seven thousand words in an hour, 


| the beginning. 


carry it on for life, he looked to be ultimately re- 
munerated for any loss he may have sustained in 
iis words were, ‘* I shall lose at 
the beginning, but shall gain in the end.” 

Such was the establishment with which the Sen- 
ate had made a contract. Was there any com- 


per as to the manner in which the contract had 


en fulfilled? The numbers were published as 





| ing up with the progress of the session. 


| 


rapidly as the debates permitted: they were keep- 
Here 


When it was considered how many hours this || they were, in his hand, up to within a very few 








journal of debates but a correct report of the de- 
bates themselves—no party, no political matter. 
It was stipulated that nothing but the debates 
|| should be contained in this work. There were to 
be no remarks, no commentaries, not a particle of 
extrinsic matter. Then, the report was to be sub- 
mitted to the members, in order that it might be 
revised, and that the whole should go out as their 
own work. These were the two great points to 
be obtained. L 
And what had we presented to us in this resolu- 
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i body was sometimes in session, we must come to | days, already amounting to nearly seven hundred || tion? ‘* Doctor James A. Houston:” ‘ For the 
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